




He built a wall with these 
bricks, and earphones were 
hung on the wall, through which 
people can listen to the sounds 
he collected. These sounds con- 
tain music played by street art- 
ists, sounds of insects and birds, 
sounds in stores, markets and 
temples, sounds of bicycles in 
lanes, sounds of the whistles 
tied to pigeons and other sounds 
of the city 

“My most favorite sounds in 
Beijing are the sounds of whis- 
tles tied to pigeons, and the 
sounds in lanes,” Toop said, “The 
sounds that I collected in lanes 
include people talking, sounds 
of them washing their faces and 
cleaning teeth in the morning. 
In western countries, people live 
in communities and have their 
private spaces. But people living 
in lanes here talk together and 
live together everyday. I think it 
is amazing.” 

Cusack and Eno are current- 
ly preparing for their sound 
equipment installation,” said 
Liu Jia, a staff member from 
the British Council. 

Eno will install his sound 
equipment around the sacrifi- 
cial altar in Ritan Park, which 
was used for the ancient em- 
perors to offer a sacrifice to 
the sun. 

Cusack’s sound equipment 
will not be in a fixed place, but 
will be able to reach different 
places in the city. He will use 
eight amplifiers recording dif- 
ferent sounds. These will be in- 
stalled on bicycles and people 
will ride with them on different 
planned routes. Some art and 
music fans will be invited to 
participate in the activity. 

Bell is impressed with the 
pop music in China and will re- 
cord the most popular Chinese 
pop songs in his own style on 
CDs. These CDs will be dissemi- 
nated to stores, restaurants, and 
hair salons. 


gery at Beijing University Third 
Hospital. “The harmony of all the 
organs is of the greatest impor- 
tance.” 

Wang Zailing, a personal train- 
er from the Four Seasons Fitness 
Club, said that both physical and 
mental health are the main factors 
in beauty. “More and more women 
now pay attention to these issues, 
because they think a healthy body 
and a positive attitude are more 
important than appearance.” 
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Visitors in Zhongshan Park listen to the sounds collected by David Toop on Monday. 
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Global jitters 

Three 
countries 
confirm new 
outbreak of 
bird flu 


By Chu Meng 

A strain of bird flu, poten- 
tially lethal to humans, has 
killed 2,600 birds on a poultry 
farm in China’s northern re- 
gion of Inner Mongolia - Chi- 
na’s first reported outbreak 
of bird flu in more than two 
months. Russia and Romania 
have also confirmed new out- 
breaks of bird flu. 

Thailand’s Prime Minister 
confirmed that a 48-year-old 
farmer died after eating infect- 
ed chicken, making him the 
13th victim of the disease in 
that country. 

The new outbreaks fuel fears 
of a global influenza pandemic 
as Europe scrambled to con- 
tain the virus on its southeast- 
ern flank. 

Meanwhile, efforts to boost 
production of anti-flu vaccines 
multiplied after Roche an- 
nounced it would allow others 
to produce oseltamivir, the an- 
ti-flu drug the Swiss giant sells 
as the patented Tamiflu. 

There were no reports of 
human infections in Inner 
Mongolia, according to the 
Health Ministry. Athaluck 
Bhatiasevi of the World 
Health Organization’s Beijing 
Office confirmed yesterday 
that the WHO supervised ef- 
forts to bring the epidemic 
near the regional capital of 
Hohhot under control. 

No new cases have been re- 
ported and diagnosed so far, 
the press officer of the Agricul- 
tural Ministry said yesterday. 

The H5N1 strain has al- 
ready killed more than 60 peo- 
ple in Asia and infected 117 
people since 2003. The big fear 
among experts is that H5N1 
may mutate, acquiring genes 
from the human influenza vi- 
rus that would make it highly 
infectious as well as lethal - 


possibly killing millions world- 
wide as the flu pandemic of 
1918 did. 

Thailand has taken steps 
to fight bird flu, but the king- 
dom has struggled to complete- 
ly eradicate the disease, which 
showed up last week in wild 
sparrows outside Bangkok. 

In Moscow, Russia’s agricul- 
ture ministry said the virus - 
already detected in Siberia in 
the summer - had been discov- 
ered in the province of Tula, 
west of the Ural mountains, 
apparently borne by migrating 
ducks. This is the first time the 
virus has arrived west of the 
Urals in Russia. 

Russia has culled hundreds 
of thousands of fowl and quar- 
antined numerous areas in a 
bid to wipe out the virus. 

On Europe’s borders, Roma- 
nian and Turkish authorities 
continued to battle to contain 
the outbreaks. In Romania, 
authorities said tests had con- 
firmed the presence of new 
cases of the deadly H5N1 bird 
flu virus. 

But the focus of more-imme- 
diate concern for Europe has 
turned to Greece, where author- 
ities are awaiting the results of 
tests on a suspected case found 
on the tiny Aegean island of 
Oinousses. 

If the H5N1 virus was con- 
firmed in Greece, it would be the 
first time the lethal strain had 
arrived in the 25-nation EU. 

The UN Food and Agricul- 
ture Organization announced 
a marked increase in chances 
that bird flu would move to the 
Middle East and Africa, and 
hit countries poorly equipped 
to deal with an outbreak. 
The EU announced plans for 
an exercise simulating a hu- 
man flu pandemic to improve 
readiness. 


First Chinese ‘space tourist’ unveiled 


Do we really need a 
standard for beauty ? 


Beauty beyond measure? New book says no 


Photo by China Beauty-Fashion 


By Zhou Ying 

Is beauty only in the eye of 
the beholder, as Shakespeare once 
said? No, claims a new book, you 
can distinguish Chinese beauties 
from their more ordinary sisters 
by applying a new set of stan- 
dards defining beautify from head 
to toe. 

The recently published book 
China Beauty tries to define beau- 
ty from the Chinese perspective. 
While trying to answer this age old 
question the publish- 
ers have also sparked 
the public’s interest 
on the issue of beau- 


ty in China. 

Published by China Beauty- 
Fashion , , it is the first book in Chi- 
na to give a complete guide to 
how a beautiful Chinese woman 
should look like. The 18 chapters 
provide standards of beauty for all 
areas of the body, from the ears to 
the toenails. 

The book even gives detailed 
statistics and measurements of 
each “ideal” organ. For example, 
the standard measurements for a 
“perfect eye” are between 28 to 34 
millimeters in length and 10 to 
20.5 millimeter in width. 

Zhang Xiaomei, chairman of 


China Beauty-Fashion, said the 
idea for the book rushed into her 
head when famous model Lu Yan 
was regarded as an eastern beau- 
ty in eyes of western people. “Chi- 
nese people at that time did not 
agree that she was beautiful. We 
are very much influenced by west- 
ern concepts of beauty, and I think 
it is time to discuss what Chinese 
people think.” 

They held a two-month sympo- 
sium with experts from home and 
abroad on various beauty topics. 
They also conducted a broad inter- 
net based investigation to gather 
the opinions of many people. 


Zhang said they did not want 
to set up a clear cut definition 
of beauty. “We are just providing 
a platform to gather all kinds of 
standards together. Our role is to 
analyze opinions and get a com- 
mon sense of beauty. Hopefully, 
Chinese people can make their 
own conclusions on beauty stan- 
dards before the 2008 Olympics.” 

The statistics in the book have 
already created controversy. 

“The concept of beauty is non- 
figurative, and can not simply 
be measured with statistics,” said 
Xue Hongyu, deputy director of 
the Department of Plastic Sur- 


By Jackie Zhang 

The unique sounds of Beijing 
have been captured by four well 
known British musicians and 
people can now listen to these 
recordings in parks and from 
“moving” amplifiers throughout 
the city. 

The “Sound and the city” con- 
cept is based on David Toop’s 
“My favorite sounds of London” 
and it aims to make people 
think about the relationship be- 
tween sounds and the environ- 
ment they live in and how the 
sounds connect their lives with 
the city. 

Toop was invited to Beijing 
together with Peter Cusack, Bri- 
an Eno and Clive Bell by the 
British Council. 


listen to the unique 
sounds of Beijing 


an agency of the US Space Adven- 
tures company which offers space 
travel to civilians. Space Adven- 
tures is developing a passenger 
suborbital space program, with li- 
censed passenger flights sched- 
uled for 2007-2008. 

“My family did not support my 
decision to go to space,” Jiang said, 
“but I think it will be a great ad- 
venture.” 

When the Hong Kong Space 
Travel Ltd was launched this year, 
Jiang announced that they had al- 
ready secured their first Chinese 
client. The mysterious “space tour- 
ist” turned out to be the CEO of 
the company. 

Jiang said that he is a space- 
adventure fan and he applied for 
sub-orbital flight in 2004, when 


Hong Kong Space Travel Ltd had 
not been established yet. “There 
was no space agency in China at 
the time to help Chinese civilians. 
After six months of negotiations, 
we were finally approved to be 
their agency in China.” 

Potential “space tourists” should 
be physically fit and as long as Chi- 
nese nationals can leave the country 
legally and the US and Russia grant 
them visas they should be able to 
travel in space, Jiang said. 

Olsen said that his trip was 
completely personally motivated. 
“I wanted to experience space 
flight, weightlessness and to see 
the earth from space. Because I 
am a scientist, I wanted to do some 
scientific experiments as well.” 


made of grey bricks, which are 
commonly seen in Beijing. He 
calls his sound equipment “Wa- 
ter Calligraphy”. 

“I was inspired by the old 
men who practice calligraphy in 
parks. I see them writing Chi- 
nese characters with big pens 
and water on the cement, which 
made me think of sounds in so- 
ciety. Just like the water charac- 
ters on the ground, sounds will 
disappear eventually.” 


Greg Olsen (left) and Jiang Fang at 
the press conference yesterday. 

Photo by Gao Ran 


By Annie Wei 

C hina’s first “space tourist” 
has already paid his $US 
100,000 (812,100 yuan) for 
the trip and will make his way 
into space sometime during 2007 
or 2008. 

He is Jiang Fang, CEO of Hong 
Kong Space Travel Ltd, who made 
the announcement yesterday at a 
press conference in Beijing. Greg 
Olsen, 60, the American technolo- 
gy entrepreneur who just finished 
a stay of more than a week at the 
International Space Station, also 
attended the press conference. 

Olsen, the third civilian to go to 
space, paid $US20 million for his 
trip. Jiang’s flight is cheaper be- 
cause it will only be sub-orbital. 
Hong Kong Space Travel Ltd is 


They found that the city’s 
sound environment was in some 
ways unique and very interest- 
ing and wanted to capture it in 
four different ways. These re- 
cordings will be available to the 
public. 

Toop installed his sound 
equipment in Zhongshan Park 
earlier this week and Eno will 
install his this afternoon in Ri- 
tan Park. 

Toop’s sound equipment is 
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China issues 1st white paper on democracy 


The Information Office of China’s 
State Council has issued a white paper 
on China’s political democracy, vowing 
to actively push forward the reforms of 
its political system. 

The paper, entitled The Building of 
Political Democracy in China, is the first 
of its kind, giving a detailed account 
of the inception, development and con- 
tents of the socialist political democ- 
racy and the principles the country will 
abide by 

According to the paper, the social- 
ist political democracy ‘is the apt 
choice suited to China’s conditions 


and meets the requirement of social 
progress.’ 

In building a socialist political 
democracy, China has always adhered 
to the basic principles of Marxist 
theory: that democracy can be com- 
bined with the reality of China, the 
paper states. 

In the process, China has also uti- 
lized knowledge from the achieve- 
ments of the political civilization of 
mankind, including Western democracy, 
and assimilated these democratic ele- 
ments into China’s traditional culture 
and institutional civilization. 


The white paper acknowledges Chi- 
na’s progress in building a socialist 
democratic political system over the 
last 20 years. 

‘Despite the tremendous achieve- 
ments already made in the building 
of a socialist political democracy, the 
CPC and the Chinese people are clearly 
aware of the many problems yet to be 
overcome.’ 

Major difficulties include: the dem- 
ocratic system has not yet been per- 
fected; the people’s right to manage 
state and social affairs; economic and 
cultural undertakings as leaders of the 


country in a socialist market economy 
are not yet fully realized; laws that 
have already been enacted are some- 
times not fully observed or enforced; 
and violations of the law sometimes go 
unpunished. 

The white paper also admits that 
‘bureaucracy and corruption still exist 
and have spread into some departments 
and localities.’ 

‘There is still a long way to go in 
China’s building of political democracy, 
which will be a historical process of 
continuous improvement and develop- 
ment.’ (Xinhua) 


Third phase of CEPA 
agreement launched 


By Annie Wei 

Details of the Supplement II to 
the Closer Economic Partnership 
Arrangement (CEPA) between 
Hong Kong and the Mainland 
were announced this week. The 
updated document extends tar- 
iff-free access to the Mainland 
for all Hong Kong origin prod- 
ucts and liberalization in exist- 
ing CEPA service sectors. 

Vice Minister of Commerce 
Liao Xiaoqi and Hong Kong’s 
Financial Secretary Henry Tang 
signed the agreement. 

The two sides started the dis- 
cussion in May 2005. The agree- 
ment reached opened the third 
phase of CEPA. 

The Mainland shall fully 
implement zero tariffs on 
imported goods from Hong Kong 


from January 1, 2006, except pro- 
hibited articles, such as used or 
waste electrical machinery and 
medical/surgical products, chem- 
ical residues, municipal waste, 
and tiger bones. 

The Mainland will also pro- 
vide preferential treatment to 
Hong Kong service products in 27 
service areas, including account- 
ing, legal, audiovisual, con- 
struction, distribution, banking, 
tourism, transport and individu- 
ally-owned stores. 

The Hong Kong Trade and 
Industry Department expects the 
zero import tariff to attract Hong 
Kong manufacturing of brand 
name products, manufacturing 
process of high value added con- 
tent products or substantial intel- 
lectual property input. 



The US promised US$1.26 million to China to train 20 senior Chinese air traffic control personnel and help 
with China’s ARJ21 regional aircraft project. 

Yang Yuanyuan, director-general of the Civil Aviation Administration of China, and Thelma J. Askey, direc- 
tor of US Trade Development Agency, signed the agreement in Washington DC, October 19. Xinhua Photo 


Number News 


5 Five leading corporations on the 
Chinese mainland were ranked in 
a list of the top 50 transnational 
corporations in developing countries, 
according to a report by the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development. 

■i p* r\ China has 150 million 
-L d V/ people living in acute 
poverty despite its impressive eco- 


nomic growth in the past two 
decades. “The World Bank needs to 
work with China for the benefit 
of the impoverished in many coun- 
tries,” said the World Bank Presi- 
dent, Paul Wolfowitz. 

A f\f\ China’s mainland imported 
400 metric tons of Tai- 
wan-produced fruits in July and 
August, according to He Ziyang, an 
official from the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. 


QQ A China’s catering sector 
OOu expects to reap 880 billion 
yuan (US$108.6 billion) in retail sales 
in 2005, continuing the two-digit 
growth of the last 14 years, said the 
Ministry of Commerce. 

China has spent 900 mil- 
lion yuan (about US$110 
million) on its second manned 
space mission, Shenzhou-6 Space- 
craft, said a senior Chinese space 
program official. 


inn nnn Nearly l00 ’ 000 

Iv/v/jU V/ V/ foreigners drawn 
to China’s booming economy are 
enjoying their work and life on the 
Chinese mainland, according to Peo- 
ple’s Daily. 

Q A r\f\ China’s esti- 

04:U ? UU U mated AIDS/HIV 
sufferers could be as high as 840,000, 
although only 126,808 were reported 
at the end of July, according to the 
Ministry of Health. 


New food safety standards to 
adhere to WTO standards 

By Chu Meng 

“The proportion of international food 
safety standards adopted by domestic 
food products will be forced to increase 
from the current 20 percent to at least 
55 percent by the end this year,” said Li 
Zhonghai, administration director. The 
Standardization Administration of China 
announced that China is overhauling its 
national food safety standards to make 
sure they comply with economic devel- 
opment needs and to facilitate interna- 
tional trade. 

Li goes on to say, “The administra- 
tion will eliminate outdated and ineffec- 
tive national standards this year, while 
taking a hard look at how the country’s 
compulsory standards conform with the 
World Trade Organization’s Agreement 
on Food Barriers to Trade”. 

The administration director gave 
details on the areas the new standards 
will focus on. “The further enhanced cat- 
alogues of food products will concentrate 
on raw agricultural exports such as the 
raw meat of domestic animals and birds; 
as well as refined processed food such 
as milk powder, snack foods and so on.” 
Li said. “Any national compulsory stan- 
dards that fail to conform to the legiti- 
mate objectives stated in the WTO will 
be either abolished or revised” 

He Qiurong, chief public officer from 
the State Food and Drug Administra- 
tion concurred, “the enhancement of 
compulsory international food safety 
standards on domestic manufactur- 
ers will improve our supervision and 
management in the market. At pres- 
ent, the number of disputes between 
average consumers and food manu- 
facturers between domestic exporters 
and foreign importers has increased 
exponentially.” 

In fact, many Chinese national food 
safety standards have been in use 
for more than 10 years without being 
assessed or revised. Most of them barely 
meet the world trade standards. There- 
fore, the remaining national standards 
will be removed, modified or merged with 
similar standards, depending on how 
they fit in with economic development 
and market demands. 

A national standard should be 
assessed for efficacy within five years 
of its issuance and revised within three 
years, according to Li Zhonghai. 
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Concern for digital camera 
owners over faulty products 


By Qiu Jiaoning 

O wners of many Japanese digital 
cameras are in possession of faulty 
products. Sony, who manufactures 
charge coupled devices (CCD) for a range 
of camera producers, have admitted the 
faulty technology leads to smeared photos 
and videos. 

Seven Japanese digital camera manu- 
facturers - Sony, Fuji Photo Film, Can- 
non, Olympus, Nikon, Konica Minolta, and 
Ricoh - have discovered problems with im- 
aging sensor components. Other manufac- 
turers, which use the same components, 
are expected to follow suit. 

The faulty imaging sensor component 


is the CCD: the most important part of 
digital (video) camera products. The defec- 
tive CCD sensors have poor image qual- 
ity, and demonstrate a visible smearing on 
the sensors. 

The controversy began when Sony pub- 
lished a statement revealing a limited 
number of CCDs manufactured from Oc- 
tober 2002 to March 2004 were faulty. 
When the faulty product is used in camera 
mode, the LCD panel or electronic view- 
finder shows either a distorted image or 
no image at all. 

Sony said that it will offer free out of 
warranty repairs to the owners of prod- 
ucts that exhibit the fault within the next 


five years. 

31 Sony models, 18 Cannon models, 
four Fuji Photo Film models, three Nikon 
models, 10 Konica Minolta models, and 
several Ricoh and Olympus models have 
exhibited the fault. It has been confirmed 
that high temperatures or high-humidity 
environments may cause the internal wir- 
ing to become undone. 

The root cause of the problem is not 
immediately clear. Not all of the affected 
CCDs were manufactured by Sony. In the 
case of Fujifilm, some of the faulty CCDs 
were manufactured by Fujifilm while oth- 
ers were not, Mizuki Itou, a spokeswoman 
for Fujifilm told Tokyo’s local media. 


China UnionPay launches new logo 



China UnionPay Co. will introduce its new logo, which adds the English words UnionPay on the original design, from this Tuesday. Minor changes 
are also made to the size of the three color zones and the gradient. 

China UnionPay Co, the Chinese version of MasterCard and Visa, claims that the 800 million bank cards in its system will be accepted for transactions 
in the US, Germany, France, Japan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand, the Philippines and Vietnam. Photo by CFP 


China Construction Bank IPO launch biggest of the year 


Weekly Review -world 


Motorola sues 
ex-president over 
new job 

Motorola Inc., the world’s No. 
2 maker of mobile phones, has 
brought suit against its former 
president, accusing him of 
breaching non-competition agree- 
ments with the company by ac- 
cepting the top job at Nortel 
Networks Corp. 

The lawsuit, filed Tuesday in a 
Chicago state court, alleges that 
Mike Zafirovski’s new job at the 
Canadian telecommunications- 
equipment maker will mean the 
use or disclosure of Motorola’s 
trade secrets. 

The lawsuit seeks to stop Zaf- 
irovski, 51, from working for Nortel 
for two years, keep him from hiring 
Motorola employees and prevent 
him from disclosing confidential 
information about Motorola. 

-AP 

GM posts fourth 
straight quarterly 
loss of US$1.6 bln 

GM, the US car giant and the 
world’s biggest automaker, which 
lost more than $1.4 billion in the 
first half of the year, posted a 
third-quarter loss of $1.6 billion. 

Pressure on GM is intense, 
with its main auto parts suppli- 
er, Delphi, in bankruptcy, sales of 
sport utility vehicles stalled, and 
raw materials costs rising. 

CEO Rick Wagoner said on 
Monday that GM had reached 
agreement with the United Auto 
Workers trade union on ways to 
reduce health-care expenses as 
a result of the fourth straight 
quarterly loss. The loss extends 
GM’s longest unprofitable streak 
in 13 years. - Reuters 

Cisco to invest 
US$1. Ibln in India 

US-based Cisco Systems Inc. 
will spend US$1.1 billion in In- 
dia over the next three years 
in the company’s largest invest- 
ment outside the US, its chief ex- 
ecutive said Wednesday. 

The company’s revenue has 
grown by 50 percent in the coun- 
try in the past two years. 

Cisco, based in San Jose, Cal- 
ifornia, started its India opera- 
tions in 1995 and plans to triple 
its work force from the current 
1,400 by 2008. The company has 
its global research and develop- 
ment center in the southern city 
of Bangalore and offices in seven 
other Indian cities. - AP 

Coca-Cola profit 
surges 37% on 
sales in Asia, US 

Coca-Cola Co. said third-quar- 
ter profit rose 37 percent on high- 
er sales of tea and soft drinks in 
Asia and in the US. 

Net income increased to 
US$1.28 billion and sales rose to 
US$6.04 billion from US$5.6 bil- 
lion, Coca-Cola said in a statement 
distributed by PR Newswire. 

Gains in Asia were led by de- 
mand for juice drinks such as 
Orange Pulp by Minute Maid in 
China, a country that had 9.1 
percent gross domestic product 
growth last year and which now 
represents 4 percent of Coke’s 
global volume. - Bloomberg 

New copyright suit 
filed against Google 

An association of US book pub- 
lishers said it was suing Google, 
claiming that the Internet gi- 
ant’s plan to make digital copies 
of millions of books without per- 
mission violates copyright laws. 

The Association of American 
Publishers (AAP) said in a state- 
ment its lawsuit was filed “only af- 
ter lengthy discussions broke down 
between AAP and Google’s top 
management regarding the copy- 
right infringement implications of 
the Google Print Library Project.” 

In the project, Google has 
agreements with libraries at uni- 
versities. According to lawsuits, 
Google has not sought the ap- 
proval of the authors or publish- 
ers of these works. - AFP 


By Chu Meng 

Shares of the China Con- 
struction Bank (CCB) will be 
traded in Hong Kong on Oc- 
tober 27 following the bank’s 
global launch of this year’s 
biggest IPO on October 14. 

Though the clear total vol- 
ume of IPO has not been calcu- 
lated, experts estimate that the 
number might reach US$7.7 
billion. Meanwhile, the price 
for each share was within a 
range of HK$2.20 to 2.30, in- 
stead of the original expec- 
tation of HK$2.40. The final 
price will probably be fixed at 
HK$2.30. 

The shares had ranged 
from HK$1.90 to 2.40 in the 
circulars issued before the 


Shareholders of Canadian- 
traded PetroKazakhstan Inc. 
voted overwhelmingly in favor 
of a US$4.18 billion takeover by 
China National Petroleum Corp. 
International, but a Canadian 
court put the deal on hold. 

The offer, worth US$55 per 
share, was backed by 99.04 
percent of shareholders at a 
special meeting in the western 
Canadian city of Calgary. 

The closing of the acquisi- 
tion is subject to other con- 
ditions, including the final 
approval that will be made 
next Wednesday by the Cana- 
dian courts and the Kazakh- 
stani government. 

CNPC, China’s biggest oil 
company, agreed to sell a 
US$1.4 billion stake in Petro- 
Kazakhstan Inc. to the govern- 
ment in a bid to win support 
for an agreement to buy the 
Kazakh oil producer. 

CNPC signed a binding 
agreement to sell a 33 percent 
stake in PetroKazakhstan to 
KazMunaiGaz, the Kazakh 
state oil and gas company. 


IPO. The launch is the largest 
one of its kind, eclipsing an- 
other mainland bank, Bank of 
Communications. 

Shares for institutional in- 
vestors, accounting for 95 per- 
cent of the bank’s planned 
total, have been fully booked. 
Investment bankers for the 
deal include Credit Suisse, 
First Boston, China Interna- 
tional Capital Corporation and 
Morgan Stanley. And in terms 
of both individual and in- 
stitutional investors, the vir- 
tual booked volume has been 
100 times the bank’s initial 
planned total. 

Foreign investments in 
CCB have attracted great 
attention in recent months. 


China and its state-con- 
trolled oil companies are seek- 
ing foreign sources of supply as 
domestic energy demand rises 
and crude prices stay above 
US$60 a barrel. Kazakhstan, 
which receives 80 percent of 
its income from oil, plans to tri- 
ple crude output by 2015 and 
secure control of most of the 
country’s oil projects. 

CNPC agreed on August 22 
to buy Calgary-based Petro- 
Kazakhstan, which produces 
about 12 percent of the crude 
output in Kazakhstan, which 
has more oil than the US. 
Kazakh officials said in June 
the government would have 
priority to buy PetroKazakh- 
stan’s assets. 

CNPC needs oil to fill a 
1,007-kilometer (630 mile) pipe- 
line from Kazakhstan to north- 
western China that will be ready 
to ship crude next year. CNPC 
is investing about US$700 mil- 
lion in the stretch, which will be 
completed by December 16 and 
will initially transport 200,000 
barrels a day. - AP 


Bank of America, a strategic 
investor, has already poured 
in an investment of US$2.5 
billion. It also said it would 
invest another US$500 mil- 
lion to maintain its 9 percent 
stake in CCB when it is list- 
ed. The total investment of 
Temasek Holdings Ltd., the 
investment arm of the Sin- 
gaporean government, would 
reach US$2.47 billion for a 
5.1 percent stake. 

Zhu Wuxiang, professor 
from Tsinghua University’s 
School of Economics Manage- 
ment said, “Foreign banks 
are making strategic invest- 
ments in order to gain a 
foothold in the fast-growing 
and increasingly competitive 


Analyst’s Take: 

From a strategic point of 
view, CNPC has been involved 
in the oil and gas business in 
Kazakhstan for years. Based 
on the guiding principle of 
mutual benefit, CNPC has fos- 
tered sound relations with 
the government of Kazakhstan 
and KazMunaiGazm, which 
has an annual crude oil out- 
put of 7 million tons. In return, 
the Kazakhstan government is 
trying to find a powerful Asian 
partner to safeguard the coun- 
try’s status in aspects such 
as world trade, economic de- 
velopment, and international 
anti- terrorism. 

As I understand it, the ac- 
quisition is the natural choice 
of CNPC’s business expansion 
in Kazakhstan. It is also part 
of China’s energy strategy to se- 
cure every possible oil resource 
on its borders. By buying 100 
percent of the company, CNPCI 
will become a wholly foreign- 
invested company in Kazakh- 
stan. The company will benefit 


Chinese banking market. In 
China, authorities have been 
encouraging Chinese banks 
to seek foreign partnerships 
to build up capital and im- 
prove management before 
China fully opens its bank- 
ing industry to foreign com- 
petition in late 2006.” 

Zhu added that, being dif- 
ferent from other IT compa- 
nies, CCB is an entity with 
strong a governmental back- 
ground and support. 

How it will perform on 
the Hong Kong stock market 
in the long run depends on 
the resolution of debt prob- 
lems, a major hangover from 
the country’s central plan- 
ning days. 


from their government’s favor- 
able economic policies, and can 
secure a much more stable and 
steady share of the global crude 
oil market. The Kazakhstan 
government does not want to 
completely lose ground in do- 
mestic energy strategic control 
and mineral resources explora- 
tion. They want to join with 
CNPCI to build an oil refinery. 
This is why KazMunaiGazm 
will spend US$1.4 billion to 
buy back about 33 percent 
of shares. Relying on long- 
term cooperation perspectives, 
CNPC’s unique technological 
competitive strength and man- 
agement experience will be ful- 
ly utilized to upgrade the value 
of the assets acquired. It will 
also be favorable for CNPC 
to increase investment there to 
promote the local economy in 
Kazakhstan. 

- Zhao Junjie, Associate 
Professor from Institute of 
Eastern European and Cen- 
tral Asian Studies , Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences . 

(Chu Meng) 


Weekly Review - Nation 


Alibaba to invest 
1 bln yuan in 
Taobao.com 

By Qiu Jiaoning 

Alibaba.com hopes to create 1 
million jobs for entrepreneurs in 
China through a 1 billion yuan 
investment package that aims 
to enhance Taobao. corn’s e-com- 
merce marketplace 

The Taobao.com Chinese-lan- 
guage consumer auction site will 
remain free for buyers and sell- 
ers until at least October 2008. 

Taobao.com allows users to 
post products, communicate in 
real time, and make transac- 
tions online. The marketplace 
was launched in 2003. 

German consortium 
buys 14% stake 
in Huaxia Bank 

By Han Manman 

A German banking consortium 
has paid 2.6 billion yuan for a 
14 percent stake in Beijing-based 
joint stock bank, Huaxia Bank. 

Germany’s largest lender, 
Deutsche Bank, will take a 9.9 
percent stake. Europe’s biggest 
independent private bank, Kelon- 
based SalOppenheim Jr. & Cie 
KgaA, will buy 4.1 percent. 

The deal, which still requires 
Chinese government approval, will 
make Deutsche the second-larg- 
est shareholder after China’s steel 
maker Shougang Group, which 
holds an 11.9 percent stake. 

Honda to build first 
powertrain plant 
in China 

By Han Manman 

Japan’s automaker Honda Mo- 
tor Co. has said it will invest 
US$90 million to set up a whol- 
ly-owned automobile powertrain 
components production plant in 
Foshan city, Guangdong Province. 

The new plant, named Honda 
Auto Parts Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. will manufacture and as- 
semble transmissions and drive 
shafts, as well as manufacturing 
crankshafts and connecting rods 
for engines. Production at Honda’s 
fourth major automatic transmis- 
sion plant in the world is sched- 
uled to start in the spring of 2007, 
with an initial production capac- 
ity of 240,000 units per year. 

Soros pumps up 
US$25 million in 
Grand China Air 

By Grace Wei 

International financier George 
Soros has made an additional 
investment of US$25 million in 
Grand China Air, an air service 
conglomerate that is still being cre- 
ated by Hainan Airlines Group, 
China’s fourth largest air carrier. 

Hainan Airlines Group, with 
headquarters based in Haikou, 
capital of Hainan Province, now 
owns a fleet of 107 airplanes and 
operates over 500 air routes to 
about 100 cities around the world. 

China Southern 
Power to sell shares 

By Grace Wei 

China Southern Power Grid 
Corp, which owns the electricity 
distribution grid in the south of 
the country, is preparing an IPO 
of its shares. 

The sale will help fund a 
planned 30-year program to in- 
vest US$2.5 trillion to meet pow- 
er demand in the fast-expanding 
region. No timetable has been set 
for the sale of shares or their list- 
ing on the stock exchange. 

The sale of a 25 percent in 
China Southern Power Grid, val- 
ued at about 200 billion yuan, 
could raise billions of dollars. 

Chung Fung opens 
Angolan steel mill 

By Grace Wei 

Chung Fung Holding has 
opened a US$28 million steel mill 
in Angola, the southern African 
country’s industry ministry said. 

The plant, Industria Sigerur- 
gica, will be 51 percent owned 
by Chung Fung and 49 percent 
owned by Sociedade Angolana de 
Siderurgia Ltd., the ministry in 
Luanda said. 


OutlOOk 

Court delays CNPC bid for PetroKazakhstan 
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By Hou Mingxin 

Located in Beijing’s most 
expensive zone - Jianguom- 
enwai Dajie, is a plain and 
practical office. It’s in keep- 
ing with the style of its owner, 
57-year old Nobuyasu Matsu- 
daira. As Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industry (MHI)’s general repre- 
sentative in China, Nobuyasu 
imparts the wisdom earned 
over 25 years in the technol- 
ogy industry. 





MHI: The China stratagem 


Interview with Mitsubishi Heavy Industry’s general representative in China 



Creeds 

Q: What is the managing concept of 
your company ? 

A: We believe the customer comes 
first and we are obligated to be an inno- 
vative partner to society. We base our 
activities on honesty, harmony, and a 
clear distinction between public and pri- 
vate life. We strive for innovative man- 
agement and technological development 
from an international perspective. 

Business in China 

Q: How many companies does the 
MHI operate in China ? 

A: 16 joint ventures (JVs) and two 
representative offices (including one 
office in Taipei): a total investment 
capital of 1 billion yuan. Printing, air 
conditioners, superchargers, metallurgy 
equipment, ship equipment and paper 
making are some of the industries. 

Q: What are the MHFs overseas busi- 
ness principles ? 

A: Faster, faster and faster. Pres- 
ently, the business in China accounts 
for 5 percent of MHI as a whole. To be 
honest, it’s not as good as we expected. 

Q: How is the MHI doing in China ? 

A: Not bad. In MHI’s overseas mar- 
kets, China’s increase is the fastest. 
The statistics show that the JVs sold 
25.5 billion Japanese yen (1.785 billion 
yuan) worth of products in 2002. By 
now, the figure is over 56 billion Japa- 
nese yen (3.92 billion yuan). 

Q: Any problems in your Chinese 
business ? 

A: Yes. Some business segments 
actually performed badly, especially 
with large-scale equipment involved. 
The main reason for this is the Chinese 
government’s macro economic control. 

Q:As a CEO , what is the biggest chal- 
lenge you have faced ? 

A: The MHI has operated lots of 
businesses in China, but mainly in 
coastal areas in the east. One very 
important task for me is to exploit 
the new cooperation opportunities in 
other parts of China, like the North- 
east, Center and West China. I have 
been calling on related leaders in some 
provinces and try to find some poten- 
tial local partners. 

Q: Do you have plans to establish 
similar joint ventures in these areas in 
the near future like you have done in 
the east? 

A: Not yet. But many local enter- 
prises have shown their good will in 
cooperating with us. 

Q: It is reported that the MHI wants 
Hitachi's subsidiary company Hitachi 
Air Conditioners . How is the negotia- 
tion going on? 

A: It failed. Because the two sides 
agreed that it is not advantageous for 
development if the two companies unite. 
But we will cooperate in the future. 

Q: Analysts said that the ultimate 
purpose of the MHI's buying the Monro- 
eville-based Westinghouse Electric Co., 
was to enter China's nuclear power 
industry, since the Westinghouse is bid- 
ding for two Chinese nuclear power 
plants . True? 

A: Yes, we are one of the bidders 
for the Westinghouse. But whether the 
MHI will enter the Chinese nuclear 
power industry will be decided by head- 
quarters in Japan. 

Q: How will the MHI deal with the 
competition from American and French 
firms if it enters Chinese nuclear power? 
The US congress has allowed American 



MHFs railway system AFP Photo 


lenders to provide money for Chinese 
nuclear power plants; French companies 
are involved in seven of 11 Chinese plants 
under construction . 

A: In terms of Chinese nuclear power 
plants, the MHI’s basic principle is: we 
stand in with the Westinghouse. 

Q: Beijing- Shanghai High-speed 

Railway is a hot topic in China . Where 
does MHI fit in? 

A: MHI will not bid for the main 
body of the project. We’d like to serve 
as an equipment supplier as we did in 
Tokaido Shinkansen. 

China’s investment environment 

Q: Compared with the situation ten 
years ago, what do you think are the main 
changes in China's market? 

A: China’s economy, when I came to 
work here two years and seven months 
ago, could be called an “explosion.” Now 
I call it “expansion”. 

Q: What's the difference between 
(6 explosion" and “< expansion "? 

A: “Explosion” refers to distortion in 
some aspects in the process of high- 
speed development. “Expansion” means 
a fast increase as well as good govern- 


mental control. Presently, the Chinese 
government is doing a good job in terms 
of macro economic control. 

Q: Is China living up to its commit- 
ments in re-entering the WTO? 

A: I’d love to see the Ministry of Com- 
merce may issue some regulations very 
quickly, but the corresponding coopera- 
tion from related departments seems a 
bit laggardly. 

The development of a country’s 
market should rely on its legal system. 
In this sense, I think the Chinese gov- 
ernment should make changes. 

Q: If you were given a chance to make 
suggestions to the Chinese government, 
what would you like to say? 

A: I would suggest the Chinese gov- 
ernment should intensify the protection 
of Intellectual Property Rights. 

Q: Sources from the Ministry of Com- 
merce said that China plans to unify the 
corporate income tax for domestic and 
foreign-funded enterprises in 2007. Will 
this affect the MHFs business in China? 

A: MHI products in China are for 
China so I don’t think so. Also, I think 
besides the tax, the Chinese govern- 
ment still provides some other pref- 


erential policies for multinationals. 60 
percent of China’s exports come from 
foreign capital-related enterprises, and 
canceling those preferential policies will 
only result in foreign investment’s with- 
drawal from China. 

Advice 

Q: What suggestions or advice would 
you like to make to new investors coming 
to China? How should they deal with 
problems they may encounter in the 
6 special environment '? 

A: Do not invest here just because of 
China’s cheap workforce, because labor- 
intensive enterprises mean much more 
market risk in the future. Second, con- 
sider the enterprise’s perspective in the 
Chinese market. 

Q: The ( Go Outside ' strategy has been 
a hot issue in Chinese enterprise. What 
suggestions would you make in terms of 
this strategy? 

A: Not to be backward-looking, espe- 
cially when faced with difficulties, as 
it’s not easy to do business in an unfa- 
miliar environment. MHI’s strategy is 
that ‘strategy should not be changed 
easily.’. 


About me 

By Nobuyasu Matsudaira 

I was born in a mountain vil- 
lage in northeastern Japan’s 
Nigata, and grew up with my 
four brothers. 

I spent my college life in 
Yokohama National University. 

I started to work for the MHI 
in 1971. I was not a hard-work- 
ing student. 

Since I was born in North 
Japan - the ‘Snow Kingdom’, 
skiing is my favorite sport. I 
started to play tennis when 
I came to China, where I have 
little chance to ski. 

I have loved reading since I 
was a little boy. I read Strange 
Stories from a Scholars 
Studio many times, which is 
the Oriental A Thousand and 
One Nights. I still remember 
the ghost stories in the book. 
Now, many young people here 
even do not know the book. I 
thus feel the change of time. 
In junior high school, I read 
Outlaws of the Marsh and 
Romance of The Three King- 
doms, but I have almost for- 
gotten them, so I took the 
books with me to China to try 
to read them again. 

I have two daughters. My 
wife often comes to China 
and enjoys life here. I visited 
Shenyang 20 years ago, and 
this is the first time I have vis- 
ited China since. I am surprised 
by the constant change here. 
My wife and I like to travel in 
China when we have time; we 
love the land and the history. 
In order to know the country 
better, I have been trying to 
learn Chinese, but pronuncia- 
tion is still hard for me. 

I love reading aboutthe Silk 
Road and West China and have 
a strong interest in going to 
visit. I also like to watch TV pro- 
grams about China’s beautiful 
natural scenery. I hoped I would 
understand China better by 
learning her history. 

“Greatness comes from 
commonness” is my motto, 
which means you will reach your 
aim if you do it step by step. 
Although I am far from the 
greatness, I’d like to accumu- 
late the commonness. 

“One meeting in one life” is a 
Suddhist sutra, which means 
“please cherish the friend you 
meet now, because it may be 
the only meeting in your whole 
life.” I’d love to make some more 
Chinese friends with this kind 
of feeling. 

(Translated by Hou Mingxin) 



MHFs robot “Wakamaru” greets a press pre- 
view in Tokyo, September 15. Wakamaru can 
recognize human faces and voices. 
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National Games marred 
by a series of scandals 


By Zhou Ying 

T he 10th National 
Games being held 
in Jiangsu Province 
have been marred 
by a string of scan- 
dals including match-fixing 
and refereeing controversies. 

A rematch for the women’s 
judo over 78kg class final had 
to be held because, as hinted by 
coach Liu Yongfu, the Atlanta 
Olympics gold medallist Sun 
Fuming of Liaoning Province, 
deliberately lost to her provin- 
cial teammate Yan Sirui. Yan 
represented the Chinese Army 
Team in the games. 

According to a special regu- 
lation designed to promote the 
exchange of athletes between 
delegations, the Liaoning dele- 
gation would have also benefit- 
ed from the gold medal earned 
by Yan. 

In last Thursday’s final of 
the women’s over 78kg class, 
the favored Olympic and World 
Cup champion, Sun Fuming 
upset all the spectators when 
she lost in less than half a 
minute to the underdog, Yan 
Sirui. 

“It was obviously a fixed 
match. Match fixing definite- 
ly goes against sportsman- 
ship and further development 
of the sport,” said Song Zh- 
aonian, deputy director of 
Weightlifting at the Wrestling 
and Judo Sports Administra- 
tion Center of China. 

After the final, neither Sun 
nor her coach Liu Yongfu de- 
nied that the match was fixed 
in order to seek a double-win 
result out of the final. 

Sun eventually won the re- 
match and the title, putting an 
end to the scandal. 

Coach Liu Yongfu was giv- 
en a warning by the Organiz- 
ing Committee of the National 
Games. “If the punishment handed to 
me will make others learn a lesson, I 
welcome the decision and am willing 
to be the target of criticism,” said Liu 


Social Department of Beijing 
University said, “We can lose 
a game, but must not lose our 
credibility. Credibility is a na- 
tional symbol,” 

Xia attributed the scan- 
dals to an unhealthy philos- 
ophy of athletes and sports 
officials. “Some local sports 
officials and athletes attach 
too much importance to med- 
als instead of participation 
and sportsmanship.” 

Liu Peng, president of the 
State General Administration 
of Sports, warned all partici- 
pants in the National Games 
against disciplinary actions fol- 
lowing the judo scandal. “We 
will show no mercy for offend- 
ers,” said Liu. “We must uphold 
justice in sports.” 

Experts also warned that 
competition at the quadrenni- 
al National Games, has always 
been extremely fierce since a 
gold medal will earn the win- 
ner tens of thousands $US, 
even apartments, from local 
governments. 

The National Games are re- 
garded as the “mini-Olympic” 
games, and the 10th National 
Games are like a playground 
for the coming Beijing Olym- 
pics. However, the scandals 
once again forced the public 
to begin considering the pos- 
sibility of abolishing the Na- 
tional Games. 

Wei Guo, a student from 
Beijing University said that the 
series of scandals take the Na- 
tional Games far from the es- 
sence of sports, and could have 
a negative effect on morale. “I 
think it is time to make the 
event history,” he added. 

However, Zhang Faqiang, 
vice minister of the General 
Administration of Sports, said 
that innovation is better than 
abolishment. “We have got 
problems, but we have to think about 
how to improve the event. It is a good 
opportunity to prepare for the Olym- 
pics,” he added. 


Sun Fuming (left) and her coach Liu Yongfu, after ‘losing’ the match again last 


Saturday. 


after the rematch. 

Earlier during the games, there 
were also refereeing scandals sur- 
rounding the National Games. Three 
wrestling judges were banned for life 
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on bribery charges, and Zhong Ling, 
the country’s leading rhythmic gym- 
nast, accused referees of fixing the 
competition results. 

Xia Xueluan, professor from the 




Items carried by Shenzhou VI spaceship were exhibited 
on Wednesday, including the banner of the Internation- 
al Committee and outer space paintings by children. 

Photo by icpress.com 

Shenzhou VI capsule opened 
lor sdendiic study 

By Chu Meng 

The Shenzhou VI re-entry capsule was 
opened on Wednesday at the China Research 
Institute of Space Technology (CRIST). The in- 
stitute will remove all the scientific experi- 
ment equipment to study the large quantity of 
data gained during the space flight. 

Scientists believe the data will shed more 
light on the successful space mission. The study 
will help future planned missions of Shenzhou 
VII and Shenzhou VIII. Pan Teng, Space Pro- 
gram official said “We’ll look at items such as 
photos and data, and compare them with those 
that we gathered during the mission itself. The 
comparison should provide a scientific basis for 
future improvements to the spacecraft.” 

Many meaningful and commemorative items 
such as the banner of the China Polar Region Ex- 
ploration, the banner of the International Olym- 
pic Committee, and outer space paintings from 
10 children were taken on the space journey. 

Astronauts Fei Junlong and Nie Haisheng 
landed on Monday morning after 115 hours and 
32 minutes in space. The re-entry capsule was 
then sealed again for scientific studies and was 
transferred to its developer in Beijing. 

Yuan Jiajun, CRIST President, said at the 
ceremony, “The buffer engine of the capsule 
ran well before landing and remained intact, 
and the burning of the outer shell is normal. 
The heat-proof structure of the capsule wall 
was intact as well and the capsule was still 
hermetically sealed, which indicates the suc- 
cessful re-entry of the spacecraft.” 

The two astronauts are currently in an iso- 
lation ward. They will stay there for up to 
two weeks, for comprehensive medical exami- 
nations. The isolation will protect them from 
contracting infectious diseases, while allowing 
them to readjust to the Earth’s gravity and 
also recuperate. 

So far, the country has had many successful 
space experiments. According to the Chinese So- 
ciety of Astronautics (CSA), China has carried 
nearly 1,200 species of seeds to space aboard 
its return satellites and Shenzhou-series space- 
ships, and has planted most of them on a large 
scale. Moreover, the country has conducted 11 
space seed breeding experiments, 998 species on 
return satellites and approximately 200 on the 
Shenzhou series spacecrafts. The seeds include: 
grain, oil crops, vegetables, flowers, grass, mush- 
rooms and insects. 


Trial offers Iraqis way to come to terms with their history 



USA Today editorial, October 19 

The narratives of countries are inextrica- 
bly tied up with the lives of the men and 
women who rule them: dictators, kings or 
elected leaders. That’s important to remem- 
ber as former Iraqi president Saddam Hus- 
sein’s trial for crimes against his people gets 
underway today in Iraq. Far more is at stake 
than the fate of one man. 

The trial will be a symbol - for Iraqis 
today, for the yet-to-be-written history of 
Iraq’s future, for the broader Middle East 
and for the world - of what it means to use 
the rule of law to seek justice for victims of 
a brutal dictator. 

This kind of moment has happened before. 
At the end of World War II, victors’ justice 
was swiftly meted out to German officials at 
Nuremberg by a panel of judges from the 
United States and allied nations. More re- 
cently, former Serb dictator Slobodan Milos- 
evic has faced an international court in The 
Hague in a trial that has already lasted three 
and a half years. 

Iraq is ditching these models. It’s trying 
Saddam itself, blending international and 
Iraqi law, with help from US advisers. This 
model offers the best chance for Iraqis 
to come to terms with their history. That 
wasn’t possible at Nuremberg. And it hasn’t 
been at Milosevic’s rambling trial, conduct- 
ed far from Serbia by foreigners who need 
translation. 

For all the controversy about the US inva- 
sion of Iraq, few mourn the fall of Saddam’s 
vicious regime or object to the effort to hold 
him accountable for his crimes. Saddam’s tri- 
al will be far from perfect. There are many 
potential stumbling blocks. Yet, keeping the 
big picture in mind, it is still preferable to 
any feasible alternative. To understand why, 




Saddam defends himself in court on Wednesday. 


Saddam sits with his seven former senior officials. 


examine three main objections from 
human rights groups and others: 

The standards for the trial 
fall far short of the best US and 
international law. 

This is true. Saddam’s guilt will 
be decided by a majority of a panel 
of judges and without a “beyond a 
reasonable doubt” requirement. In- 
stead, they must find that the evi- 
dence of his guilt is compelling. Any 
death sentence is to be carried out 
within 30 days, with little chance 
for a substantive appeal. Yet the 
standards are still higher than in 
much of the Middle East - and will 
be recognized as such. 

The initial charges are minor 
and incomplete. 

Saddam is, for now, charged 
with ordering the murder of 143 
people in the Shiite town of Du- 
jail after would-be assassins fired 
on his motorcade there in 1982. 
This round of the trial won’t show- 


case the most explosive and well- 
known of Saddam’s crimes - the 
gassing of thousands of Kurds 
in 1988 and the assaults on the 
“Marsh Arabs” in 1991. But this 
was the first investigation to reach 
completion. Arguably, it may even 
be more convincing because of bet- 
ter evidence to date and because 
emotions over it do not run quite 
so high within Iraq. 

The timing is bad. 

Yes, the trial comes at a period 
of high tensions in Iraq and be- 
fore a permanent government is 
elected. The Sunnis, who enjoyed 
elite status in Saddam’s Iraq and 
are the backbone of the insurgen- 
cy, are already reluctant to join the 
political process. They may well 
perceive the trial as a US-manip- 
ulated vendetta - and yet another 
reason not to take part in elections 
in December. 

Yet to wait for an optimum mo- 


ment could mean to wait forever. If 
not now, when? 

The Iraqi judges have a tough job. 
They’ve been threatened with death. 
Saddam has every intention of pat- 
terning himself on Milosevic, insist- 
ing he is still the president of Iraq, 
that the trial is illegitimate and that 
the USA should be in the dock. 

The Iraqi tribunal has taken 
some preventive action. It has ad- 
opted rules to prevent Saddam from 
copying Milosevic and acting as his 
own lawyer. Only excerpts are likely 
to be televised. 

The perfect trial for a former dic- 
tator has yet to be devised. Saddam’s 
won’t be it. But, given the circum- 
stances, the needs of Iraq, and the 
call of history, it is probably the 
best model. The tribunal deserves 
encouragement, not criticism. 

(The above article does not repre- 
sent the views of Beijing Today.) 



Saddam faces the judge Xinhua / AFP Photos 
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lunar government to sell 
moon land in China 



Photo by Geng Lei 


By Jia Ting 

Dennis M. Hope, a self-proclaimed mas- 
ter of the moon and CEO of the Lunar 
Embassy Corp., arrived in Beijing on 
Wednesday to hold a press conference for 
the opening of its embassy in China. 

Li Jie, founder and CEO of Lunar Em- 
bassy China, also attended. Each jour- 
nalist got a Certificate of Moon Land 
Ownership from the Lunar Embassy Chi- 
na. The company is currently selling moon 
land for 298 yuan per acre. “The price is 
based on the U.S. headquarter’s price at 
US $30 per acre, which includes $20 for 
the moon property, $1.5 for the tax, and 
$10 for the processing charges. 298 yuan is 
slightly above US $30 according to the cur- 


rent exchange rate because the certificate 
issued here is a better quality print than 
the American version,” explained Li Jie. 

The first page of the certificate de- 
scribes how Dennis Hope obtained posses- 
sion of the moon. According to Hope, the 
Outer Space Treaty signed by all member 
countries of the United Nations in 1967 
prescribed that no country should own 
outer space in any way. Since the treaty 
did not mention that individuals could not 
own part of planets or satellites, he reg- 
istered the ownership of the moon at the 
U.S. San Francisco Land Administration 
Office. He then wrote letters to the gov- 
ernments of the United States, the Soviet 
Union, and the General Assembly of the 


United Nation to inform them about his 
ownership of the moon. 

Hope established his Lunar Embassy 
Corp. at the end of 1980 and began the 
business of selling land on the moon at US 
$19.99 per acre. There are already branch- 
es of the Lunar Embassy in dozens of 
countries like Germany, Britain, France, 
Australia, New Zealand, and Japan. 

In 2004, Hope wrote 210 letters to 
many governments all over the world to 
persuade them to establish foreign rela- 
tions with his Lunar Government. “We 
are doing a very serious business even 
though many people consider it ridicu- 
lous,” Li Jie, the ‘Chinese Lunar Ambas- 
sador’ told journalists. 


Gift of life 
flies to 
America 

By Zhou Ying 

The delivery of a 
vital blood cell 
donation to America 
on Monday afternoon 
marked the second 
successful 

transnational stem cell 
exchange of peripheral 
blood stem cells. 

Twenty-nine-year- 
old Wang Lin, who 
arrived in Beijing from 
Anhui Province last 
Thursday, donated 240 
milliliters of 
peripheral blood stem 
cells on Sunday and 
Monday at the 
Aerospace Center 
Hospital. 

The recipient 
Kailee, an eight-year 
old Chinese girl, 
adopted by an 
American mother in 
1998, contracted 
severe aplastic anemia 
in 2002. 

The mother, Linda 
Wells, has been 
desperately looking for 
a donor with perfectly 
matching Human 
Leukocyte Antigens 
(HLA) in the stem cell 
database of the United 
States, Taiwan and the 
Chinese mainland for 
three years. HLA are 
proteins located on the 
surface of white blood 
cells and other tissues 
in the body. When two 
people share the same 
HLA, they are said to 
be a “match”- their 
tissues are 
immunologically 
compatible. 

Liu Jinghu, deputy 
director of the 
Hematopoietic Stem 
Cell Donor Program 
Administration Center 
of Red Cross Society 
of China, said that 
Kailee’s doctors had 
searched bone-marrow 
registries worldwide, 
including over eight 
million potential 
donors, before finally 
locating a match in 
August this year. 

Qin Hongwu, 
official from 
Information 
Department of 
Aerospace Center 
Hospital said that 
Kailee would receive 
an operation in 
November this year. 



Wang Lin in the hospital 


Photo by Chen Bai 



More security to Ii relegj 
ancient wall frodUBHO 


By Jackie Zhang 

Preservation concerns 
have led to tightened se- 
curity at the Ming City 
Wall Park after two 
mountaineering youths 
were photographed scal- 
ing the ancient wall last 
Friday. 

The climbers escaped 
the attention of security 
guards, but were caught 
on camera by a visitor, Li 
Shiwang. 

The part of the wall 
in question is near Dong- 
bianmen. Due to weath- 
ering, there are big gaps 
between some of the 
bricks, which the boys 
used to aid their ascent. 
“We discovered them and 
informed a park guard. 
When the park guard 
stopped them they 
climbed down and ran 
away,” said Li. 

The city wall was 
originally built in 1419. 
The current 1.5-kilome- 
ter city wall, which used 
to part of the Beijing 


inner city wall, is the 
only section left from the 
Ming dynasty. 

“Since it is an open 
park anyone can enter, 
we have tried our best 
to manage the park and 
provide visitors with a 
nice environment. How- 
ever, some things are out 
of our reach,” said Jiang 
Luyan from the park’s 
management office. 

The management of- 
fice of the park is respon- 
sible for daily security, 
but Beijing Municipal 
Bureau of Parks is in 
charge of the renovation 
and protection work. 

A Dongcheng Culture 
Committee official said 
they are responsible for 
the large scale renova- 
tion of cultural relics, 
but the park manage- 
ment should take most 
of the responsibilities 
for the daily issues since 
the city wall is in the 
park, according to the 
official. 
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Get down from there 


Gar registration: a tricky business 


By Jia Ting 

Allowing people to register 
cars under your name is a prof- 
itable business in Beijing, but it 
can also be costly if the drivers of 
the cars pass on motoring viola- 
tions to you. 

Mr. Shi living in Fengtai Dis- 
trict has received over 20 car 
violation notices. All these cars 
have different license numbers 
and Mr. Shi is not the user of any 
of these cars. 

“All the cars were purchased 
at the second-hand car market 
under my name. Now I can’t 
reach the owners,” said Mr. Shi. 

According to Mr. Shi, there are 
many people like him at the sec- 


ond-hand car market who rent 
out their Beijing residence per- 
mit to the purchasers from other 
cities. They are called Beihu in 
the business. Mr. Shi got involved 
recently. “Most of us who rent out 
the residence permits are low- 
income or disabled Beijingers. 
I’m jobless. The average price for 
renting out the residence permit 
once is about 100 yuan,” Mr. Shi 
explained. 

Beihus are mainly employed 
by second-hand car dealers. The 
car dealers purchase cars on 
the second-hand market then 
transfer the car registration 
under the Beihu’s name. The 
car dealer will resell the car 


to other buyers who come from 
other cities as they are not 
allowed to buy a second-hand 
car without a Beijing residence 
permit. Some car dealers nor- 
mally employ dozens of Beihus 
and pay them monthly salary 
of 1,200-1,500 yuan. 

“I have about 200 cars un- 
der my name. But you have to 
be very careful in this business. 
Usually we sign an agreement 
with the buyer to point out that 
he/she will assume all liability 
of the car is involved in an ac- 
cident or traffic violation. Still, 
there are occasions I’ll receive 
the bills and I can’t afford the 
sanctions. So whenever I hear 


there was big accident I worry 
about whether the car was un- 
der my name,” Mr. Shi said. 

Officials from the Vehicle Ad- 
ministration Office of Beijing 
Traffic Management Bureau ex- 
plained that there was no spe- 
cific regulation to restrict the 
number of cars one person can 
purchase, and that many peo- 
ple register cars under other 
people’s names. The newly is- 
sued Traffic Safety Regulation 
can help prevent this problem 
as it has broadened the criteria 
for car purchase in Beijing to 
allow people from other cities to 
buy a car with a temporary res- 
idence permit. 


Patient ‘squatting’ in hospital for four years 


By Jackie Zhang 

An 88-year-old patient is tak- 
ing a dispute with Chaoyang 
Hospital to extremes by refusing 
to leave the hospital. The dispute 
is now in its fourth year. 

Guo Wenbin (pseudonym) is 
suffering from heart disease and 
diabetes. He refused to leave 
Chaoyang Hospital after being 
ordered to leave. 

“We did this because the law- 
suit between the hospital and us 
has not yet finished,” said Guo 
Bingjun, the eldest son of the old 
man. However, the hospital does 
not agree. 

Guo Wenbin entered the hos- 
pital with heart disease at the 
end of 2001. When he was about 
to leave, the doctor mistakenly 
asked him to take medicine con- 
taining penicillin, which caused 
an allergic reaction and sequelas, 


such as deafness in one ear and 
blindness in one eye. 

In 2002, Chaoyang Hospital 
brought Guo to court, saying that 
he had recovered and should 
leave. However, in March last 
year the Second Intermediate 
People’s Court of Beijing Mu- 
nicipality judged that Guo had 
not recovered enough to leave 
the hospital and that treatment 
should continue. This August, 
the hospital brought another 
case against Guo, asking him to 
leave again. 

Last weekend, the hospital 
invited two officers to the hos- 
pital to order Guo to leave. “The 
staff had not told us that the 
officers would be coming,” said 
Guo Bingjun. “It is also illegal 
for them to issue notice to leave 
the hospital during the inquiry 
stage of the case.” 


Hospital lawyer Hu Wen- 
zhong said the hospital had 
already withdrawn this year’s 
accusation from the court, so 
the notarization was legal. 
“Furthermore, they haven’t 
paid for the treatment so far. 
The bill is around 100,000 
yuan. The sequelas have no re- 
lationship with the allergic re- 
action to penicillin. It is the 
result of his own disease,” 
claimed Hu. 

However, Guo Bingjun claimed 
that the court had not informed 
them about the issue of with- 
drawing the suit. As for the fees, 
he said his father enjoyed social 
medical welfare and that his 
working unit would pay for it. He 
added that they had tried to ap- 
ply for medical legal action. 

At present, the old man is giv- 
en tablets and insulin everyday. 



A very long stay in the hospital 


“During the four years my fa- 
ther lived in the hospital, they 
have stopped treating him,” 
said Guo Bingjun. 

However, a doctor, who only 
said her family name was Peng, 
said that the hospital is taking 
care of Guo Wenbin now. “Since 
he is in the hospital for treat- 
ment, we will take care of him 
and give him proper treatment 
and medicine,” claimed Peng. 


Counterfeit 
Nikes exposed 

By Wang Xiaoyuan 

The Administration of Indus- 
try and Commerce of Changshu, 
Jiangsu Province is investigat- 
ing a website selling counterfeit 
top brand clothes. 

The Administration got a call 
from a customer in Beijing, who 
received a SMS saying that the 
so-called “China Clothes Whole- 
sale Net” (www.178198.com) sold 
original Nike shoes at a 10 per- 
cent discount. Customers contact 
them by the QQ number (net 
chat software produced by Tecent 
Company). After the customer for- 
wards money to the appointed 
account, they will receive the 
shoes sent from an address in 
Changshu, Jiangsu Province. 

According to the administra- 
tion, both the license number and 
names of the staff that appeared 
on the website are invalid, and 
they are attempting to trace the 
contact telephone number and 
address. The website is only a 
platform, the investigation aims 
to discover the factory producing 
these counterfeits. 

The website states that their 
goods are at low price because 
they are imported from the fac- 
tory directly and have not passed 
through customs. Without the tar- 
iff and other taxes, the Nike shoes 
sell at 138 yuan a pair. The right of 
explanation of the price should be 
verified by the Shanghai Zhong- 
hao Law Office, which, however, 
denied having any contact with 
the website at all. 

The reporter of Beijing Youth 
Daily took a pair of the dis- 
counted Nike shoes to an au- 
thentic Nike shop to have them 
checked. The outcome showed 
that the discounted ones were in- 
deed counterfeit. According to the 
representative of Nike in Beijing, 
the only authorized Nike dealer 
in China is the Nike shop. The 
price of a pair of original Nike 
shoes should be over 600 yuan. 



“Fm too old for this.” 

Photo by Shen Ming 


Experience of 
being oid 

By Annie Wei 

Renmin University students 
got to experience old age, thanks 
to a “senior citizens outfit”. 

The outfit, imported from Ja- 
pan, included huge glasses, hear- 
ing blocks, and other burdensome 
gadgets for the back, arms and 
legs. Mr. Huang, a teacher from 
the School of Sociology & Popu- 
lation Studies, said: “Once you 
wear them, you can feel how hard 
it is to walk or move around.” 

The event was organized by 
the School of Sociology & Popu- 
lation Studies at Renmin Uni- 
versity. Gao Song said that the 
purpose of the event was to en- 
courage students to have more 
respect for senior citizens. 

Fragrant Hill 
tourists advised 
to take public 
transport 

By Jia Ting 

Beijing Traffic Administration 
Bureau is advising the public 
to take public transportation to 
the Red Leaves Festival at Fra- 
grant Hills in order to avoid traf- 
fic jams. 

As the peak-season approach- 
es, tourist numbers are expected 
to exceed 90,000 for the coming 
weekends until early November. 
And over 8,000 vehicles are ex- 
pected to gather at the parking 
lot, which only has room for 
2,500 cars. 

Tourists are suggested to take 
buses: 331, 360, and 904 to arrive 
at Xiangquan Huandao Bridge 
and then take a 15-minute walk 
to the entrance of the hill. 
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Calling all volunteers 



Volunteer- seeking organizations and volunteers chatting and exchangeing their ideas 


Photos by Annie Wei 


By Annie Wei 

The fair scene 

Organizers of Beijing’s first Volun- 
teer Fair are hoping their small begin- 
nings will lead to greater things. 

Around 50 volunteers and volun- 
teer organizations attended Sunday’s 
fair at Hui Ling, a community center 
for the mentally disabled in a hutong 
just across from the West Gate of Jing- 
shan Park. 

The event was organized by Claire 
Nelson and Lee Ambrozy. Nelson is the 
project coordinator, and volunteer, for 
Hui Ling. Lee is an editor for the list- 
ing’s magazine that’s Beijing. 

Nelson and Lee said there would be 
two volunteer fairs a year. They are 
hoping to get more feedback, and pre- 
pare an even better one in six months 
time. “We hope it can keep growing,” 
they said. 

The other organizations involved 
were: Magic Hospital, an international 
organization from France that brings 
clown culture to hospitals; DBD, an in- 
ternational deaf development associa- 
tion; Domestic Workers’ Project; KEO 
(http://www.keo.net.cn), an organization 
to study paleontology; China Poverty Al- 
leviation Organization; and Huadan, a 
self-help organization that aims to help 
people through performance. 

People who want to be volunteers 
were encouraged to talk with each orga- 
nization to find ones that matched their 
interests. 

A chance to learn 

Annette Borla, the representative 
from Magic Hospital, said they have 
brought clowns to Beijing Children’s 
Hospital since 2003. They believe 
that clowns can make sick children 
in hospitals feel relaxed, happy and 
excited, and distract them from their 
pain. “It’s something very new in Chi- 
na,” Borla said. 

A foreign teacher from an interna- 
tional school felt the fair was an oppor- 
tunity for children to learn about this 
work. 

Being a volunteer always makes 
someone look good. However, taking the 
plunge and sticking to it is difficult. 

Wang Xuejing, a young woman from 
GTA Travel Agency, has worked as a 
volunteer before. “Being a volunteer is 
stressful, and it is not an easy commit- 
ment. Therefore, you need to look for 


one organization that can have some- 
thing in common with your life so you 
will be encouraged to work for longer.” 

Roy Zhang, responsible for volun- 
teers in a project that educates the 
children of migrant workers, said: “Vol- 
unteering is a draining and time-con- 
suming job for anyone. We have to 
recruit new volunteers once in a while.” 
Making volunteer work an attractive 
option 

To make volunteer work more attrac- 
tive the organizers were keen to make 
one point clear: it’s not just charity, also 
an opportunity for young Chinese peo- 
ple to learn. 

Domestic Workers Project volunteers 
are ‘interviewers’: a job that requires 


interviewing one person per week. Vol- 
unteers will be trained in research 
methods and in using the questionnaire. 
That allows them to do innovative re- 
search to for social change, and to prac- 
tice social research methods. 

This sounds like good practice for 
anyone who wants to pursue a re- 
search career. 

The organizers 

Nelson and Lee knew each other 
through a mutual friend. At that time, 
Nelson was struggling with Hui Ling 
projects. Through training and rehabili- 
tation, Hui Ling aims to help people with 
physical and mental disabilities reach 
their full potential and contribute to so- 
ciety in an active way. The organization 


is among a very small group of NGOs in 
China devoted to this area. Lee, an active 
participant in Beijing’s expat communi- 
ty, said she found many communities 
were looking for volunteers. They came 
to the same idea of a Volunteer fair,’ and 
decided to hold it together. 

A new group of foreign students ar- 
rive every fall. “It is a great opportunity 
to make friends, for both Chinese and 
foreign young people,” Nelson said. 

When I asked Nelson how she rated 
the event, she said it was not bad, “Most 
of the organizations that came this time 
are small. They are looking for one or 
two people, not 20 plus. She was happy 
to get positive feedback from partici- 
pants in the event. 


BJ’s Love & Hate 


Hair revolutionaries 

By Niall O Murchadha 

Foreigners have traditionally en- 
countered a mental block when trying 
to give a physical description of Asian 
people. The sentence usually begins 
with “he has black hair...” 

Fortunately for us foreigners, Chi- 
nese people have taken matters into 
their own hands, and in a very short 
period of time. The blistering pace of 
changes in hairstyles is just one lov- 
able part of the speeding-bullet-cul- 
ture that we see all around us. 

When I arrived in Beijing two years 
ago, there appeared to be fairly rigid 
social mores concerning hair coloring. 
Women would color their hair, but only 
in dark colors, and if you saw a guy 
with dyed hair it was a safe bet that 
he was a hairdresser. When I asked 
several Chinese girls why there were 
no blondes, the answer seemed a tad 
conservative. “Chinese girls do not dye 
their hair blonde. Only South Korean 
girls do that.” 

However, like the first blossoms of 
spring, a few girls started to appear 
with the odd blonde streak through 
their hair. This first batch of “daring” 
girls heralded the beginning of a hair 
revolution in the capital. The hardcore 
elements of this revolution have gone 
a step further, and now if you see a 
blonde walking in front of you in the 
street there is no guarantee that she is 
a foreigner. 

The new generation of Chinese 
men also seems to be departing from 
traditional attitudes to changing their 
hair color. While the older generation 
of Chinese men are only concerned 
about removing any traces of white 
hair, their younger counterparts have 
their own ideas about what is appro- 
priate. Subtle changes to hair color 
seem to be appropriate for the trendy 
thirty some things. As for the twenty- 
somethings and the teenage males, it 
seems that anything goes. 

I was getting the bus to work 
yesterday, and I saw this Chinese 
guy. Shall I describe him? The top of 
his hair was dyed a bright red and 
combed upwards towards the sky. 
The back and sides of his head were 
shaved, except for a small blonde po- 
nytail at the base of his neck. The 
first word that came to mind was 
‘cock’. But perhaps the most inter- 
esting thing was that, as he sped 
past on his bike, I, the lone foreign- 
er on the bus, was the only one who 
was staring. 


last of the Moiitos 

With summer drawing to a close, an international 
survey adds insult to injury with lowly Beijing the 
world’s 70th most desirable place to live. 


By Gareth George 

Cocktail season is over. Rooftops are 
once again for keeping the weather out. 
Drinks, like the nights, are getting dark- 
er. Expect to see street hawkers need- 
ily eulogizing fresh mint and Worcester 
sauce. The smart money bought up the 
‘10 pairs of socks for 50 Yuan’ in June. 

Maybe the Economist Intelligence 
Unit, who recently named Beijing the 
world’s 70th ‘most’ desirable place to 
live, had our winter in mind. 70th most 
desirable? If you do make a final trip 
to a rooftop beer garden this month, try 
telling your amour they are the ‘70th 
most desirable person’ you have ever 
seen and see how far that gets you. 

Vancouver topped the list; has no one 
told them gloomy skies are atmospher- 
ic? It will get cold here though, and 
when the weather forces you to barri- 
cade yourself in your chilly, carpetless 
flat, why not recreate Beijing summer 


in your own living room? Get a halogen 
lamp with an oversize bulb, plant it next 
to your scalp and light 30 joss sticks. 
Then try this recipe for a very special 
cold weather cocktail: 

White Beijinger: 

bottle cheap Baijiu (3-12Yuan) 

Non dairy creamers 
Half sachet instant coffee 
sachets sugar 

Mix the ingredients with a generous 
shot of Baijiu and reflect, from under 
your halogen, on how what the White 


Beijinger lacks in class, subtlety and 
‘desirability’, it more than makes up for 
in punch. Much like the city itself, re- 
ally. Touche, Vancouver? 

Beijing the 70th most desirable place 
to live? 

“ Beijing is not so beautiful, but I love 
to ride my bicycle here, I can afford 
a good apartment with good light. I’ve 
even taken up Buddhism again.” 

— Ruggero Rossi, Fashion photogra- 
pher. 

“Apart from the pollution, I like it 


here. The dynamism makes up for a lack 
of cultural variety.” 

— Rebecca Zafiropoulos, Journalist 
“I can afford a bigger flat here than 
I could in Paris. And the people are 
friendly. There’s a sense of freedom and 
possibility that you don’t find elsewhere 
and won’t show up in statistics.” 

— Jade Charles, Journalist 
“I was living in the middle east be- 
fore, which was much tougher. Beijing 
has a freshness.” 

— Olivier Sasportas, Novelist 
“In a lot of cases it’s a lack of knowl- 
edge that gives people a bad impression of 
Beijing. There are intangibles that can’t be 
measured, like the people’s positivity and 
desire to learn and embrace the future.” 

— Peter Lyon, Intellectual/Teacher/ 
Celtic fan 

“Beijing is a nice place to live, but 
there are too many English people.” 

— Maya, ‘from India’. 


By Lynda Monsoon 

Somebody says that cheese is like 
opera: once you love it you love to the 
bottom of your heart. Just before the 
National Day Holiday, Sharon Ruwart 
welcomed her guests to her Beijing 
Cheese Society to share the milky 
feast coupled with the best wine. It 
was truly a world of cheese. The cheese 
provided was not those sliced rubber 
items found in the supermarket, but 
the real thing. As one of the guests, 
Kiryan Pierson, from the US, says, 
cheese tastes wholesome. “In America, 
we use the word ‘wholesome’ to mean 
‘good’ in an abstract and high way,” 
said Pierson. “Its dictionary definition 
is ‘characteristic of physical or moral 
well-being,’ but this is too high. In 
common use it describes certain kinds 
of very typical food, people, and activi- 
ties,” explained Pierson. 

Sharon Ruwart discovered a genet- 
ic affinity with cheese when she spent 
a summer in Paris at the age of eigh- 
teen. Since then she has been giving 
cheese tasting sessions in California 
for years. 

“When I moved with my family 


Community 


Cheesey does it 


to Beijing in 2004, I packed up my 
cheese library and special cheese 
knives and boards, thinking I would 
not be using them here. But I had the 
good fortune to meet Perri Dong, a 
former professional chef and wonder- 
ful food writer, and he convinced me 
that educating Beijingers about fine 
cheeses would be a much-needed ser- 
vice! I was skeptical that enough peo- 
ple would be interested, but Perri was 
right - there’s lot of demand for fine 
cheese, both among cheese-loving ex- 
patriates and Chinese who are inter- 
ested in foreign cultures.” 

Karen Nelson, from South Australia, 
who works for ASC The Fine Wines, 
revealed the secret of fine wines and 
cheese. “Despite a common belief, not all 
cheeses pair well with all wines. The fla- 
vors of a cheese will influence the flavors 



The simple pleasures of bread and cheese 

Photo by Zhen Ying 


of a wine, and vice versa. Therefore, the 
aim when pairing cheese with wine is to 
keep the flavors balanced and harmoni- 
ous. A cheese will contain one or more 
of the five basic tastes: sweet, sour, salty, 
bitter and savory, and these dominant 
tastes will have a profound effect on the 
taste of a wine. For example, sweeter 
cheeses (e.g. camembert) generally re- 
duce the aromas of a wine, and accentu- 
ate bitterness and tannins. Therefore a 
lighter style wine with soft tannins and 
crisp flavors will suit best.” 

Sharon believes that her cheese so- 
ciety will attract more local Beijingers 
to share the tasting experience. “Since 
they like such strong food as Chou- 
doufu, Chinese people can summon the 
courage to taste strong cheese!” 
Joining the society: 

Join the society by sending Sharon 
an email at sruwart@gmail.com and 
requesting to be put on the email list 
for the monthly tasting nights. The 
nights are limited to about 30 people, 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Sha- 
ron also does specialty tasting nights 
on request around town at cost, and 
welcomes inquiries. 


Don’t panic! 
consult the 

Insider's BuUe 

By Niall O Murchadha 

The Insider’s Guide to Beijing 
(2005-2006) is the guide book every 
long-term laowai wishes was around 
when they came to Beijing, and the 
one anyone new to the city will come 
to rely on as their Beijing Bible. 

As the title suggests, the Insid- 
er’s Guide has an edge over its ri- 
vals because it is compiled by people 
who call Beijing home and is aimed 
at foreigners who plan to stay longer 
than a fortnight. 

Its inbuilt expiration date ac- 
knowledges the mercurial nature of 
the subject matter. Generally, guide 
books are out of date as soon as they 
hit the shops; in Beijing they are 
obsolete as soon as the editor finish- 
es the final corrections before going 
to print. Containing 650 new photos 
and revised text, his second edition 
updates its predecessor in a number 
of areas, most noticeably nightlife. 
The end of Sanlitun South Street 
and the rise of Wu Dao Kou are du- 
tifully covered, and the whole ‘scene’ 
has a healthy overview. 

Everything you might expect from 
a guide book is covered, including a 
useful Business and Work section and 
Adult Education. A map of current and 
future subway lines is very helpful. 
One drawback is that the back and 
front covers feature maps covering the 
same area. Areas north of the Fourth 
Ring, most notably Wu Dao Kou, are 
off the map. One is left surmising that 
‘there be dragons here’. 

The 120 sidebars are sharp, helpful 
features that give concise information 
and reasonable explanations for light 
and heavy topics. The sections are col- 
or coded and easy on the eye, making 
dipping in less of a chore. Compared to 
the prices of other guide books, the 60 
yuan price tag of this 700 page book 
seems quite reasonable. 
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A chaser motorbike gets ready to follow the run- 
ners. 



Runners of all categories, including this bare- 
footed man, set off from Tian’anmen Square. 



Spectators cheer on a Kenyan runner. 


By Simon Lim 

The clear blue sky 
and crisp morning air 
promised a fine day for 
the Beijing International 
Marathon on October 16. 
Around 30,000 runners 
came together for Chi- 
na’s top marathon, and 
the biggest sports event 
held here since the 
outbreak of SARS. The 
route would wind its 
way round Tian’anmen 
Square, through the bus- 
tling city and climax at 
the National Olympic 
Center. 

The grueling 42 km 
race attracted people of 
various backgrounds, 
with most competing for 
fun while a few vied for 
the top prizes. One even 
ran bare-footed! Specta- 
tors turned out in droves 
to encourage and cheer 
on the runners. The or- 
ganizers have also added 
a celebrity and a chil- 
dren’s run, 10 and 5-ki- 
lometers respectively, to 
the full and half mar- 
athons. Sponsor Nike’s 
slogan “No Stopping, 
Beijing” underlines the 
capital’s preparation for 
the 2008 Olympics. 



Participants silhouetted in the clear morning 
sky. 


The atmosphere at 
the National Olympic 
Center was ecstatic. 
Spectators eagerly wait- 
ed to see who would cross 
the line first. Kenyan 
Benson Cherono was 
declared men’s champi- 
on while China’s Sun 
Yingjie took the women’s 
top prize for the third 
year in a row. 


This page is looking for freelance photographers. Experience 
and professionalism are not a must. We want your own perspec- 
tive and views about Beijing. If you have any work that may inter- 
est us, please contact sunming@ynet.com, or call at 65902523. 
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A time car leads the runners from the Elite Women’s Full Marathon class. 



Kenyan Benson Cherono crosses the finish line. 



Chinese Sun Yingjie wins the Elite Women’s title. 



Hooray! I’m still alive! 
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By Shelley Xie 

When minimalism was last 
dominant in the mid 1990s, there 
was a sober and serious at- 
mosphere. Then, the austere 
cold lines of Jil Sander, the 
early frocks of Miuccia Prada, 
and the neutral sweaters and 
black trouser suits of Calvin 
Klein and Donna Karan were 
all the rage. 

But this fall, young and prote- 
an women, who have been familiar 
with the boho style, the beading, 
the layers and the frills, are ex- 
pecting something new without 
discarding too much. So mini- 
malism is recycled as new min- 
imalism: something 
that is well-cut, 
luxurious and 
extremely 
grown-up. 

On the 
catwalks 
in London 
and New 
York, de- 
signers 
make the 
clothes less fussy, 
but not altogeth- 
er unflattering. 

They describe the 
new look as softer, 
warmer and less 
serious. 

Roland Mo- 
uret, the young 
British designer 
whose recent 
show boasted 
Scarlett Johans- 
son and Trudie 
Styler in the 
front row, is one 
of the best ad- 
vocates of new 
minimalism . 

Mouret favors 
simple, shapely 
and super-fem- 
inine clothes: 
long, lean be- 
low-the-knee 
skirts with kick 
pleats, tailored 
jackets acces- 
sorized with 
fabric folded 
in an origa- 
mi fashion, 
and sleekly- 
draped gowns 
made of fluid 
silk. 

Edit is the term 
used by Susanne Tide-Frater, 
the creative director of Harrods, 
to define her understanding of 
the new trends. It is a reaction 
to the overdose of colors, prints 
and layers. The shift from color and 
print to silhouette and form can be 
seen on the horizon, according to 
Tide-Frater. “All that fuss around the 
puffball was because of our growing 
interest in shape, outline and pro- 
portion,” she said, “But it’s not the 
same as minimalism - it’s much soft- 
er than that.” 

Jasper Conran believes times are 
changing. “When you’re a designer, 
you have to accept that sometimes it’s 
your time, and sometimes it’s not,” rea- 
soned Conran, whose show abounds 
with shapely, simple and precisely cut 
dresses. “I like the form and shape and 
craft of making clothes; I have an aca- 
demic interest in the cut. The rest is just 
periphery, just styling. Right now, I have 
a feeling that the pendulum is swinging 
back in my direction.” 

Matthew Williamson, the king of boho this 
summer, showed a collection where butterfly- 
wing colors were sliced between pristine white 
city shorts and plain black blouses. He admits 
that things are moving on to something slicker 
and sharper, more womanly and less girly. 

The art of minimalism seems the biggest 
source to inspiration for designers. When 
making his recent collections, British de- 
signer Giles Deacon looked at the art of 
Frank Stella, a minimalist painter. The 
clean and pure lines of 17th century nuns’ 
and cardinals’ robes are in Stefano Pilati’s 
current collection for Yves Saint Laurent, 
shown in Paris in March. 

There isn’t a ruffle or a flounce of lace in the 
crowd. But there is still room for a nudge and a 
wink, rather than the scrubbed-clean frugality of 
pure minimalism. The bow ties, lacey flounces 
and bric-a-brac are getting smaller. 

The trend of minimalism has made a comeback. 
Having worked in fashion for several decades, Joan 
Burstein knows better than most that these things 
go in cycles. “I’ve been here before, so I could see this 
happening a while ago. The change has already start- 
ed this autumn: younger women are being introduced 
to clothes that are cleaner, more grown up.” 


Softer minimalism 


recycled 


Alexander McQueen 2005 Fall 


Hollywood eco-warrior 


By Shelley Xie 

Actor and envi- 
ronmentalist Ed- 
ward Norton has 
been following in his 
father’s footsteps, 
both metaphorically 
and literally. 

Norton is in Chi- 
na to shoot The Painted Veil , co-star- 
ring Naomi Watts. His father, Edward Norton 
Sr., worked as a director for five years on the 
Yunnan Great River conservation project. En- 
gaged in environmental issues like his father, 
Norton fights on the front lines to protect the 
eco-system. 

Norton sticks to his principles, with no ex- 
ceptions. His character in Rounders (1998) 
was originally supposed to smoke, but avid 
nonsmoker Edward would not. “I don’t smoke 
and I don’t want to smoke. I’m not a fan of 
gratuitous smoking in films.” 

Believe it or not, Norton doesn’t actually 
own a car. Living in New York, his regular 
form of transportation is the subway. “If I 
ever have to stop taking the subway, I’m gon- 
na have a heart attack,” he joked. 

“I’m renovating a little extension on my 
home in NY and have been exploring what’s 
available in terms of recycled and reused ma- 
terials. My brother is hound- 
ing me to try to make my 
garden around my house in 
LA less water-intensive. So 
my next step is to try more 
native-species, or a dry-cli- 
mate garden.” 

From 2003, Edward 
teamed up with BP, the oil 
giant and solar-panel pro- 
ducer, to develop the Solar 
Neighbors Program. It aims 
to get photovoltaic panels 
onto many homes, especial- 
ly low-income houses in LA. 

His star power generates 
support from other stars, 
including Brad Pitt, Salma 
Hayek and Danny DeVito. 

Within the first year of the 
program, dozens of solar in- 
stallations were sent to in- 
ner-city families. 


Because of his concern on environmental 
issues, now he is starring in his first eco- 
themed media project as narrator of Strange 
Days on Planet Earth , a four-part National 
Geographic documentary series chronicling 
scary environmental phenomena occurring on 
a global scale. 

“I keep an eye toward doing the themes 
that interest me. Do they move me? Interest 
me? Make me think? When I run across some- 
thing that is provocative in an unsettling way, 
it appeals to me.” 

Born August 18, 1969, Edward Norton 
has two younger siblings: James and Molly. 
The Yale graduate, who majored in history, 
has always been interested in acting. At the 
age of 8, he would ask his drama teacher 
what his motivation in a scene was. Edward 
won the Golden Globe for best actor in a 
supporting role for his performance in Pri- 
mal Fear. He starred in Woody Allen’s Ev- 
eryone Says I Love You , and The People vs. 
Larry Flynt in 1996. 

In American History X (1998), Edward 
gained 30 pounds of muscle and transformed 
into a monstrous skinhead for his role as the 
violent white supremacist. Then he co-starred 
with Brad Pitt in the critically acclaimed 
Fight Club (1999). His directorial debut came 
in 2000 in Keeping the Faith. 


Photo by Carlo Allegri 


Donna Karan 
2006 Spring 


Simple and environmen- 
tal home decor 




By Shelley Xie 

The environmental tremors on the 
catwalk may soon be felt not just in our 
wardrobes, but all over our houses. 

Where fashion designers tread first, 
interiors tend to follow. So while we keep 
our eyes on the models, remember to 
pay attention to trends on current sim- 
ple and environmental home decor. 
Fresh Fat 

By Tom Dixon (UK) 

Plastic pol- 
lutes the envi- 
ronment, but 
Tom makes a 
collection of 
chairs, bowls 
and a coffee 
table made 
from extrud- 
ed and hand- 


woven plastic, 
finding a safe and recyclable use for it. 
Scenario C (Carbon) 

By Storck (Germany) 

This carbon fiber bicycle is from 
Storck. The 
whole frame 
weighs less 
than one ki- 
logram with 
clear sloping 
top tube ge- 
ometry. The 
specially-designed handlebar weighs 
only 200 grams, providing extra com- 
fort for the rider. 

Reunification Project 
By Pascal Anson (UK) 

London-based Pascal’s reunification 




gold 


project in- 
cludes serv- 
ing tables 
and wooden 
chairs. He 
processes 
similar but 
unrelated 
objects into 
new, match- 
ing sets. More 
surprisingly, 
he makes ce- 
ramic pieces that are fixed by a 
correction where faults occurs. This se- 
ries is an interesting and unique way of 
looking at recycling. 

Colorado House 

By Stephanie Forsythe, Todd MacAllen 
(Canada) 

Solar-powered house with a horse 
stall - this is 
low impact 
energy effi- 
cient living. 

This open 
plan house 
has a trun- 
cated roof 
peak capped 
along its en- 
tire length by 
a wide glass 
strip. The 
house is clad 
with green 
pine boards, 
which create 
a wide air 
space buffer- 
ing the build- 
ing against 
extreme heat 
and cold. 

3D Wallpaper 

By Jaime Salm, Esther Chung (US) 

The three-dimensional wallpaper is 
molded from 
100% recy- 
cled waste 
paper. Em- 
bracing the 
principle of 
sustainable 
design, Jaime 
and Esther 
products 
showcase the 
‘green’ in everyday life. 

Felt Chair 

By Brent Cordner (US) 

Felt is a 
chair made 
entirely of 
natural and 
biodegrad- 
able materi- 
als. It has a 
steel frame 
with a sim- 
ple construc- 
tion, covered with layered felt. It is 
finished off with naturally-dyed leather. 


Do you know of a new fashion 
trend or live an interesting lifestyle? 
We invite you to share it with us at 
yushanshan724@ynet.com. Please 
write “Fashion” in the subject field. 
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Ancient horsemen 
tomorrow’s minds 



By Zhou Ying 

A caravan of 120 horses and mules and 
43 horsemen have journeyed 4,000 kilometers 
while raising 1,280,000 yuan for charity The 
Hope Project will use the funds to build more 
than 20 primary schools. 

Crowds turned out to see the horse team, 
who raised the money selling traditional Chi- 
nese tea and telling ancient stories of their an- 
cestors. The horses and mules were each loaded 
with 50 kilograms of Puer tea when they began 
the journey on May 1 this year. 

It is the first time a horse team has followed 
a route similar to the “Tea and Horse Road” 
since the Qing dynasty, some 166 years ago. 

Beijing residents rushed around to meet the 
heroes when they arrived in Beijing Badachu 
Park last Friday. Wearing colorful national cos- 
tume, the team members were proud to tell the 
crowd their stories. 

Yang Jinrong, the head horsemen, said that 
he had never been in Beijing before; however his 
ancestors walk to Beijing every year to pay Puer 
tea as tribute to the emperor. 

On the way 

The horsemen of the Yunnan caravan come 
from 11 minorities. They left Puer county in 
Yunnan province to start their journey through 
six provinces: Sichuan, Shaanxi, Shanxi, Hebei 
and Beijing. 

As the horse team walked nearer to the pub- 
lic who waited at the gate of the park, their sun- 
tanned skin and dirty clothes made it easy to 
imagine how harsh the conditions were. 

In order to show respect to history, the trav- 
elers imitated the traditional costumes and cus- 
toms. Yang said that all the horsemen lived in 
the tent at night, and usually they could not 
take showers. 

“We have not taken a shower since Sichuan 
province, because we saw fewer lakes and riv- 
ers,” a horseman said. 

Yang said that 120 horses and mules left 
Yunnan, but only 115 remain. “We divided them 
into six groups. Two died shortly after we left 
Yunnan province; two passed away when we en- 
tered Shaanxi, and one was adopted by people 
we met because it got sick.” 

The team was warmly welcomed wherever 
they passed. “The public gave us fruit and veg- 
etables; the local traffic police helped us clear 
the way, and cars and buses waited for us to go 
first,” horseman Cai Guorong said. 

However, the long journey was not always 
smooth, sometimes it was quite dangerous. 
54-year old horsemen Yang Zixiang was hit by 
a car in Huangling County in Shaanxi Province. 
He and his horse died in the incident. 

“We actually can understand how hard the 
ancient people were,” Cai said. 

In order to welcome all the heroes, Beijing 
Bardachu Park organized a group of more than 
ten volunteers to help the horsemen halter the 
horses. 

Yang Ruowei, one of the volunteers said that 
he still could not believe that he would see the 
horse team today. “I had been a member of the 
horsemen in the past when I was in Yunnan 
Province. I thought I would not see the team for 
the rest of my life.” 

Ancient tea and horse road 

For thousands of years, there were 1 8 ancient roads trodden 
by foot and hoof in the mountains of Southwest China, bridging the 
Chinese hinterland and other places such as Tibet and Beijing. 

Along the unpaved and often rugged roads, tea, salt and sug- 
ar flowed into cities, with horses, cows, furs, musk and other local 
products. The ancient commercial passage, dubbed the “Ancient 


Tea and Horse Road”, first appeared during the Tang Dynasty 
(618-907). 

Among all the tea and horse roads, the most famous one is 
from Yunnan to Tibet. The road stretched more than 4,000 kilo- 
meters, mainly in Southwest China’s Sichuan and Yunnan provinc- 
es and the Tibetan Autonomous Region. 

Just as the Silk Road, the Ancient Tea and Horse Road dis- 
appeared with the dawn of modern civilization, both routes have 
played very important roles in the development of China. Differ- 
ent Chinese ethnic cultures, such as the Dai, Yi, Flan, Bai, Naxi and 
Tibetans, have met, fused and developed along the historic road. 

According to Tibetan classics, people of the Tibetan ethnic group 
in western Sichuan Province and northwestern Yunnan Province had 
access to famous types of tea from the Central Plains during the 
Tang Dynasty. In the Song Dynasty (960-1279), people of Yunnan 
and Sichuan provinces exchanged tea for Tibetan horses. 

The recent journey selected the north path of the ancient Tea 
and Horse Roads, which stretched from Yunnan to Beijing. 

The Yunnan horse team carried tea from Yunnan Province to 
Beijing as tribute to the emperor every year. Puer tea had been an 
imperial favorite since the Qing Dynasty. The horse teams stopped 


in 1 938 when the team was confronted by robbers. 

Yunnan: Tea source 

Tea is a popular and traditional drink for people in over 1 00 
countries. 

Yunnan is famed as the hometown of tea, having a production 
history of 1 ,700 years. The tea planting area in Yunnan is very 
large: 92 percent of the counties in Yunnan grow it. 

Puer tea is the favorite tea of Yunnan Province. It was named 
after its area - Puer County. 

Unlike other varieties of tea, Puer tea is traditionally made with 
older leaves (not the first flush or budding leaves) from tall and 
old trees. These trees are of a type only found in Yunnan Province, 
known as broad leaf tea. 

The leaves are covered with fine hairs, and are larger than 
others. They have a different chemical composition. The leaves 
are left green or moderately fermented before being dried. 

Often the tea is formed into cakes or bricks, wrapped in pa- 
per or pomello rinds, and stored outside exposed to moisture, air, 
and heat in order to further mature. Then the tea is stored under- 
ground for several years before taking on the darker, mellower 
characteristics that makes Puer tea. 


Tea House quenches thirst for politics 



Left to right , Yang Lixin, Liang Guanhua and Pu Cunxin Photo by Li Yan 


By Yu Shanshan 

There is a common characteris- 
tic in every Beijinger’s blood. This 
city has been the seat of power in 
China for six centuries; even the 
taxi drivers would rather talk poli- 
tics than about how Yao Ming’s lat- 
est match went. 

That’s maybe why Tea House , pro- 
duced by the People’s Art Theatre, 
is so beloved by Beijingers. That’s 
also the reason why in the winter of 


the drama season, the company still 
dares to raise its admission (as high 
as 680 yuan) and gets a 90 percent 
attendance every night. 

A notice is pasted on the stage 
- the Yutai Tea House - reminding 
the characters that talking about 
politics is not allowed. But the 
whole play, written by prominent 
Chinese writer and playwright Lao 
She and premiered in 1958, is about 
politics - the question of what will 


save China: reform or revolution? 

The play was a milestone for the 
People’s Art Theatre, established in 
1952. This time, they stage the orig- 
inal version directed by Jiao Juyin, 
another famous Chinese playwright. 
The version stopped being shown in 
1992. In 1999, drama director Lin 
Zhaohua produced a new version, 
which received mixed reviews. “Tea 
House set the tone for the theatre,” 
Ma Xin said before the play began. 

Tea House offers us a tunnel 
that leads to a rich picture of old 
Beijing. As a narrator finishes a 
short introduction, curtains open, 
the bustle of an 1898 teahouse over- 
whelms the stage. 

The three-act drama spans from 
1898, the last days of the Qing 
Empire to 1918, when the Nation- 
alists (Kuomintang) and warlords 
reigned the land, to 1948, the end 
of Kuomintang and the rise of com- 
munism. In a teahouse run by 
Wang Lifa, different people come 
and go, some are generous, some 
mean, brave or weak, all trying to 
survive in their own way. 

The three elaborate props real- 


istically restore the teahouse over 
three generations. The reproduc- 
tion of the old Tea House , accord- 
ing to Lin Zhaohua, the director, 
is a step-by-step learning process. 
Since June, actors watched DVDs 
of the old version, consulted the ac- 
tors who took part, and rehearsed 
and researched act after act. 

“The learning and repeating is 
trying to answer the problem that 
we have neglected for a long time - 
what’s the real treasure of People’s 
Art Theatre?” Lin said. 

“This time we want to recover the 
spirit of Jiao Juyin’s drama, which 
doesn’t simply stop at Chinese re- 
alism. One characteristic of Jiao’s 
creation is the way it instills the 
beauty of traditional Chinese opera 
into Stanislavski’s drama system, 
and throughout the whole perfor- 
mance, which makes the stage flow. 
We want to promote a Chinese school 
of drama.” 

Tea House will tour the United 
States. The English subtitles were 
translated by Ying Ruocheng, the 
actor ( The Last Emperor ) and dra- 
ma translator. 


Late for wort? 
Blame Korea 


By Lou Li 

Song Feifei, a Beijing 
office worker, was late 
for work several times 
recently. She blames a 
2003 Korean TV soap, Dae 
Jang Geum, on Hunan 
Satellite Television. “I 
watch it every day till 
midnight. Then it is hard 
for me to arrive at the of- 
fice at 9 am the next day.” 
She is not alone. 

In the last two years, 
MBC, the company which 
produces the show, has 
won the highest ratings in 
South Korean television 
history at 54 percent, and 
it has been sweeping much 
of the Chinese-speaking 
world: not just Hong Kong 
and Taiwan but also Chi- 
nese communities in San 
Francisco and Chicago, as 
well as Malaysia. 

On the mainland, Dae 
Jang Geum received an 
encouraging average rat- 
ing of 8.6 percent on its 
September 1 debut. It has 
been the best received new 
show in China’s 12 big- 
gest cities. 

Chinese viewers start- 
ed to switch on to South 
Korean soaps in 1997 
when CCTV aired What is 
Love ? At one point, there 
were 200 phone calls de- 
manding it be re-shown. 
Last year, Miss Mermaid, 
another Korean TV se- 
ries, saw miraculous rat- 
ings. It was aired after 
midnight, which usually 
attracts few viewers. 

Japan, Vietnam and 
many other Asian coun- 
tries also have the Korean 
soap bug. An article from a 
Japanese newspaper said, 
“Korean actor Bae Yong- 
joon did what his coun- 
trymen have dreamed of: 
He conquered Japan.” Bae 
Yong-joon is the hero of a 
Korean TV drama called 
Winter Sonata, which 
scored huge ratings with 
Japanese fans, including 
Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi. 

So why the Korean 
phenomenon? Most Asian 
countries share Confucian 
ideals, and Korean cul- 
ture stresses nonviolence. 
Also the quality of Korean 
culture and communica- 
tions has increased sharp- 
ly in recent years. Fans 
embrace Korean culture 
because it conveys univer- 
sal Asian sentiments in 
sophisticated packages. 

A scholar from Hong 
Kong said that Dae Jang 
Geum is a political dec- 
laration of South Korea’s 
rise in East Asia and a 
cultural ID card for Ko- 
rea. He believes its aim is 
to compete with China for 
the right to explain the 
essence of Confucianism. 

It seems Korea is re- 
packaging Confucius for 
resale in his own country. 
Liu Changle of Phoenix 
TV said, “What South Ko- 
rea does is to sell the es- 


sence of our culture to us. 
It is as if the user is charg- 
ing the inventor.” 

Yin Hong, a professor 
with Tsinghua University 
explained, “Chinese cul- 
ture and Korean culture 
overlap in many ways, 
which lays the founda- 
tion for mutual commu- 
nication. Compared with 
Korean pop culture, which 
early on borrowed ele- 
ments of Western culture, 
Chinese pop culture lacks 
originality, a weak point 
at which Korean pop cul- 
ture breaks through.” 

“Of course I know the 
pure perfect love con- 
ceived in South Korean 
TV dramas is impossible 
in reality. But I just can 
not stop dreaming about 
it,” said Chen Ying, a big 
fan in her twenties who 
indulges in South Korean 
romances day and night. 
“Compared to the instant 
love in Western movies 
and TV dramas and even 
in contemporary Chinese 
ones, I prefer the implicit 
way of love in South Kore- 
an dramas,” she added. 

“‘Korea Wave’ helps us 
to discover a new market 
demand,” Phoenix TV’s 
Liu Changle said, “The au- 
dience are actually long- 
ing for products featuring 
traditional culture. But 
what we have provided is 
monotonous.” 

Despite the traditional 
cultural atmosphere fea- 
turing truth, goodness, 
fidelity, solidarity and pa- 
triotism, the success of 
South Korean drama also 
owes much to technique, 
screenplay writing, genre 
distinctiveness and pop- 
ular stars, all areas in 
which Chinese produc- 
tions lag behind. The Ko- 
rean Prime Minister once 
said in an interview with 
CCTV that “Korean TV 
producers regard TV dra- 
ma as art. They pursue 
perfection.” 

In contrast, whenever 
you turn on the TV, you 
find it brimming with Chi- 
nese dramas which are 
concerned with conspir- 
acies, corruption, crime 
and indecent affairs, or 
ancient dynasties. On 
September 12, China’s 
People’s Daily reported 
that several TV dramas 
were denied a license due 
to their lowbrow themes 
and low quality produc- 
tion. Most of these TV 
dramas were about royal 
families’ private lives. 

Perhaps Chinese TV 
focuses too much on local 
issues, instead of taking 
a broader view of human- 
ity. “However, it’s only by 
adopting a universal per- 
spective that a TV drama 
can attract people from 
different backgrounds,” 
said Zhang Chen, a col- 
lege student who turned 
his interest in TV into his 
major. 



Lee Young-ae as the title role in Dae Jang Geum 


Do you know of a good show, exhibition or other 
cultural event in Beijing? Please let us know at 
yushanshan724@ ynet.com. Please write “Culture” 
in the subject field. 
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Bestseller booklists 3rd week Oct 

By Jia Ting 

US - New York Times Bestsellers 

1. The Lincoln Lawyer, by Michael 





lalin 

Ibnvill? 



4. A Feast for Crows, by George R.R. Mar- 
tin 

5. Born to Cook II, by Tim Malzer 
China - Joyo.com Bestsellers 

1 . Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
(Chinese Version), by J.K. Rowling 

2. Eat Your Head Off - 60 Recipes for 
Lazy People, by Saba 

3. Decipher The Dream of Red Cham- 
ber, by Liu Xinwu 

4. Don’t Just Do What You Are Told To, 

Do What You Need To, by Bob Nel- 
son 

5. A Bowl of Buckwheat Noodle, by Li 
Liangping 


(A Los Angeles criminal defense attorney 
takes a case that proves more complicat- 
ed and dangerous than he expected.) 

2. Blue Smoke, by Nora Roberts 

3. A Breath of Snow and Ashes, by Diana 
Gabaldon 

4. Son of A Witch, by Gregory Maguire 

5. The March, by E.L. Doctorow 
Amazon.com Bestsellers 

1. A Million Little Pieces (Oprah’s Book 
Club), by James Frey 

2. The Year of Magical Thinking, by Joan 
Didion 

3. The World Is Flat: A Brief History of the 
Twenty-first Century, by Thomas L. Fried- 
man 

4. The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini 

5. Knife of Dreams (The Wheel of Time, 
Book 11), by Robert Jordan 


(The eleventh volume of that most colossal 
contemporary fantasy saga, The Wheel of 
Time, develops in preparation for the next 
and final volume.) 

UK - The Guardian Bestsellers 

1 . The Da Vinci Code, by Dan Brown 

2. London Bridges, by James Patterson 


(Alex Cross is on vacation when he gets 
the call: a city in Nevada has been an- 
nihilated and the Russian super-criminal 
known as the Wolf is claiming responsibil- 
ity.) 

3. Angels and Demons, by Dan Brown 

4. Going Postal, by Terry Pratchett 

5. Always and Forever, by Cathy Kelly 
France - Fnac.com Bestsellers 

1 . Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
(French Version), by J.K. Rowling 

2. XIII, T17- L’Or de Maxi mi lien (XIII, T17 
- The Gold of Maximilien), by Vance and 
Van Hamme 

3. Le Souffle des Dieux (The Souffle of 
Gods), by Bernard Werber 

4. Largo Winch, T14 - La Loi du Dollar 
(Largo Winch, T14 - The Law of Dollar), 
by Bernard Werber 

5. Les Charmes Discrets de La Vie Conju- 
gate (Secret Charms of The Couple Life), 
by Douglas Kenndy and Bernard Cohen 
Germany - Amazon.de Bestsellers 

1 . Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince 
(German Version), by J.K. Rowling 

2. The Da Vinci Code, by Dan Brown 

3. The Sea, by John Banville 



Ba Jin dies at 101 


By Dong Nan 

Ba Jin, one of the great- 
est contemporary Chinese 
novelists, died in Huadong 
Hospital, Shanghai aged 
101 . 

He was born on Novem- 
ber 25 1904 in Chengdu, 
Sichuan, into a wealthy fam- 
ily. He received a broad edu- 
cation in his hometown. In 
1923, he moved to Shang- 
hai, and then to Nanjing 
where he entered the prepa- 
ratory school affiliated with 
the Southeast China Uni- 
versity. During two-years 
study he wrote and trans- 
lated several articles on an- 
archism. 

In 1927, he went to 
France, where he wrote his 
debut novel Destruction 
about a depressed young an- 
archist. His pen name, Ba 
Jin, was chosen from the 
Chinese transliterations of 
the first syllable of the name 
Bakunin and of the last syl- 
lable of the name Kropot- 
kin, two Russian anarchists 
he admired. He returned to 
Shanghai in 1929 and be- 
came a serious writer. 

During the War of Resis- 
tance Against Japanese Ag- 
gression (1937-1945), while 
drifting from place to place, 
Ba Jin finished his represen- 
tative work Torrent Trilogy 



Ba Jin in his 90s 


(Family, Spring, and Au- 
tumn) (1931-1940). Family 
is the most well-known, at- 
tacking the traditional Chi- 
nese family structure and 
depicting the struggles and 
tragedies, love and hatred 
of the young generation in 
the family’s decline. He also 
wrote other works includ- 
ing the novellas Ward Four 
and Garden of Repose and 
the well-known novel Cold 
Nights. From 1966 to 1976, 
the turbulent “Cultural Rev- 
olution” swept across China. 
Along with many other re- 
nowned scholars and writ- 
ers, Ba Jin was persecuted. 
By accident, he got hold of 
Italian poet Dante Aligh- 
ieri’s Divine Comedy and 


secretly copied out the Di- 
vine Comedy -Hell by hand. 
In the daytime, either la- 
boring in the fields or re- 
ceiving mass criticism, he 
silently read the poem. Re- 
citing Dante’s words gave 
Ba Jin the courage to strug- 
gle through hard times. Ac- 
tually, Ba Jin’s “predestined 
relationship” with Dante 
lasted long after the Cultur- 
al Revolution finished. In 
1982 his achievements won 
him the Dante Internation- 
al Prize. 

The major work of his 
later years is an essay col- 
lection: Random Thoughts , 
composed between 1978 and 
1986, in which he discusses 
the Cultural Revolution. 


Old rebel gets the Nobel 



By Chun Wang 

Harold Pinter is still re- 
covering from throat cancer 
and unexpected Nobel fever. 
At 75, the old master of 
the drama is more ready 
than ever to be a rebel with 
a pause. Playwright turned 
full-time political activist, he 
has a new collection of war 
hymns, Death etc , released by 
Grove press this month, that 
will further justify Pinter’s 
new role as the moral com- 
pass of the political stage. 

Last Thursday, the Swed- 
ish academy surprised the 
literary community with its 
choice of Pinter as the win- 
ner of 2005 Nobel Prize for 
literature, and praised him 
for restoring the play as 
an art form. He is one of 
just a handful of playwrights 
who have captured the lit- 
erary world’s top prize in 
its 102-year history and the 
first since Italian Dario Fo 
in 1997. 


In recent years, Pinter has 
turned his acerbic eye toward 
US foreign policy and British 
Government support for it. 
He has been a fierce critic of 
the Iraq conflict and has rep- 
resented his feelings through 
a series of anti-war poems 
published in 2003 under the 
title WAR, which won him the 
Wilfred Owen award. 





Harry Potter 6 is a muggie mess 


By Wang Xiaoyuan 

The Chinese version of 
Harry Potter 6 hasn’t been 
greeted warmly by wizard 
loving local readers. After 
a two year wait, the disap- 
pointment is as welcome as 
a hug from a dementor. 

It’s sad to say that the 
translators, Ma Aixin and 
her sister Ma Ainong, repre- 
sent the rather slow kind of 
muggie who not only fail to 
understand magic, but also 
what we love about our fa- 
vorite wizards. Were they so 
fascinated by our young hero 
that they ignored his weak- 
nesses at the age of sixteen, 


as an orphan with 
a fragmentary per- 
sonality facing an 
unusual world? The 
Ma sisters’ Potter 
comes across more 
like Superman than 
a pubescent British 
schoolboy. 

Some characters 
who make us laugh are rath- 
er dull in this version. Mrs. 
Weasley reads like the host- 
ess of a cheap motel, not the 
jumpy funny mother who 
has the most impossible boys 
in the world of wizardry. 
And we readers have known 
Snape since Harry arrived 


I at Hogwarts. Is this 
I greasy murmuring 
I non-entity really 
the same man who 
made the unbreak- 
able vow? 

Language is not 
culture or style. 
Even if the Ma sis- 
ters translated ev- 
ery word correctly (I am sure 
they didn’t), they don’t en- 
ter the heart of the boy at 
the story’s core. Perhaps like 
overprotective parents, they 
want to shield Harry and 
his readers from the shad- 
ows that hang increasingly 
heavily over the series... 



However, Pinter’s political 
fervor has coincided with 
something of a drought in his 
playwriting. Not only have 
his plays been few and far 
between over the last twenty 
years, they have also been 
short and invariably politi- 
cally inspired, more agitation 
than art. In March 2005 Pint- 
er announced his retirement 
as a playwright to concen- 
trate on poetry and politics. 
“My energies are going in 
different directions, certainly 
into poetry,” he said in an in- 
terview with the BBC this 
year. After a champagne cel- 
ebration with his wife Lady 
Antonia Fraser at their Lon- 
don home last week, Pinter 
told the press that “the world 
has enough of my plays.” 

Yet with 29 plays and 21 
screenplays, Harold Pinter’s 
career as a playwright is still 
highly distinguished by any- 
one’s reckoning. Since his 
first play The Room opened 
in 1957, Pinter’s work has 
excited, puzzled, and frus- 
trated audiences and aca- 
demics. Many British critics 
have no reservations in call- 
ing him ‘our greatest living 
playwright.’ But few would 
argue that it is on a handful of 
stage plays, from The Birth- 
day Party (1957), The Caretak- 
er (1960), The Homecoming 
(1965) and Betrayal (1978) 
that his reputation rests. The 
latter, the story of an affair 
told in reverse, was made into 
a 1983 film starring Jeremy 
Irons, Ben Kingsley and Pa- 
tricia Hodge. Pinter has also 
written for the cinema, pen- 
ning the screenplays for The 
French Lieutenant’s Woman, 
The Accident, The Servant 
and The Go-Between. 
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Review 


A Man Without a Country 

By Kurt Vonnegut 


By Wang Chun 



Seven Stories Press; 146 pages 
Very brief essays, displaying in- 
dignant humanism, pacifism and 
generosity of spirit made Von- 
negut’s Slaughterhouse-Five a 
touchstone of the Vietnam War 
era. Whether called essays, stories 
or “an autobiographical collage,” 
the book may estrange readers 
bom too late to remember Von- 
negut’s heyday as an affable liter- 
ary crank. In his first book since 
1999, it’s just like old times as Von- 
negut (now 82) makes with the 
deeply black humor in this collec- 
tion of articles written over the last 
five years, many from the alter- 
native magazine In These Times. 
This illustrated collection reflects 
the author’s alarm and disgust at 
what he regards as the subver- 
sion of the democratic process by, 
and the manipulative deceptions 
of, the Bush administration. 
(Village Voice) 

My Lady Scandalous: The 
Amazing Life and Outrageous 
Times of Grace Dalrymple Elliott 
By Jo Manning 



Simon & Schuster, 432 pages 
This book will tell you every- 
thing you ever wanted to know 
about an 18th-century courtesan, 
and then some. It rambles from 
tidbits to tedium with family chro- 
nologies sandwiched between ac- 
counts of the life and times of 
courtesans. Ms. Manning writes 
in the florid language of the ro- 
mance novelist she is. Based on 
the Englishwoman’s posthumous- 
ly published memoir of surviving 
the Reign of Terror in Paris, the 
book explores the life and times 
of the notorious English courtesan 
Grace Dalrymple Elliott. At 17, the 
lovely Dalrymple married a dull 
doctor more than twice her age, 
and after a sordid divorce, galloped 
through a series of lovers ranging 
from rogues to peers of the realm 
including the Prince of Wales, who 
may have fathered her child. 
(Washington Times) 

The Ongoing Moment 
By Geoff Dyer 



Little Brown, 320 pages 
Geoff Dyer has long been la- 
beled one of Britain’s cleverest 
writers, and here that tag seems to 
become positively burdensome as 
he rushes hither and thither pro- 
ducing a great deluge of knowl- 
edge in the book. Dyer begins his 
book about photography with a 
set of lists. The first is one made 
by the Argentine writer Borges. 
The second list is drawn up by 
the poet Walt Whitman; the third 
by the photographer Walker Ev- 
ans, and the fourth by Roy 
Stryker, the man in charge 
of comissioning photogra- 
phers to record the great 
American Depression. 
To Dyer these lists cov- 
er the development of 
jffZg " 4 photography in Amer- 

I ica but it is not going 

to be a history in any 
t [ t usual sense. 

(Telegraph) 


The Explorer’s Eye: 
First-Hand Accounts of 
Adventure and Explo- 
ration 

Edited by Fergus Fleming 
and Annabel Merullo 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 264 
pages 



In the book, Editors Fergus 
Fleming and Annabel Merullo 
have assembled 54 eyewitness ac- 
counts of exploration, from the first 
white landing in Australia to the 
first footstep on the moon. Sensi- 
bly, they have chosen a mix of the 
familiar - Darwin, Livingstone, 
Younghusband - with the less well 
known, including John Stephens, 
who uncovered the fabulous lost 
cities of central America. Howev- 
er graphic the text, it is the il- 
lustrations that bring this volume 
alive. Pre-photographic travelers 
produced copious sketches, paint- 
ings and drawings, often of star- 
tling beauty. The oil painting of 
one of Captain Cook’s officers trad- 
ing with a Maori is a wonderfully 
ironic comment on first contact. 
(The Guardian) 

The City of Falling Angels 
By John Berendt 
Penguin Press, 416 pages 



In the book, John Berendt 
does justice to an exalted Los An- 
geles that has rightly fascinated 
the likes of Henry James, Robert 
Browning and many filmmakers 
throughout the world. In the first, 
the through-line of the book was 
murder; here, it’s a mysterious fire 
that guts an opera house. The his- 
toric La Fenice theater “in the 
heart of Venice” burned to the 
ground on the night of Jan. 29, 
1996; after a succession of false 
investigative starts and bureau- 
cratic tangles and scandals, it re- 
opened about eight years later, 
and the book follows that narra- 
tive arc. Once again, the bricks and 
mortar of a city - grand mansions 
and salons - engage Berendt’s at- 
tention and compel his eye. It’s an 
eye for vivid detail, accompanied 
by an ear attuned to gossip. 

(Los Angeles Times) 

The Complete Calvin and 
Hobbes 

By Bill Watterson Andres 
McMeel, 1,456 PAGES; 3 Vol. 



At a time when merchandising 
and hype often count for more than 
substance, Bill Watterson’s Calvin 
and Hobbes achieved its populari- 
ty solely through the printed page. 
It remains the most popular and 
highly praised comic strip to ap- 
pear in newspapers since Pea- 
nuts premiered in 1950. The book 
offers a testament to Watterson’s 
dedication and to the medium’s 
ability to keep reinventing itself 
against all odds. Reliving the ad- 
ventures in this new collection 
is like visiting a childhood friend 
who moved away and took the fun 
with him. The humor still feels 
fresh, in part because the excesses 
Watterson satirized have grown 
even more absurd in the past 10 
years. At almost 8 pounds apiece, 
the three books have to be propped 
on a table to read, but that’s a mi- 
nor quibble. 

(San Francisco Gate) 
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nan floor food 


Kokoda : traditional and 
popular Fijian seafood 

Unsurprisingly, seafood is 
the most common dish in 
Fiji. While other island peo- 
ples enjoy the taste of fresh 
fish, Fijians prefer a salty 
flavor. Among the various 
seafood dishes, Kokoda is 
the most popular. The fish 
is marinated in lemon/lime 
juice then squeezed and gar- 
nished with onions, chillies, 
shallots, grated carrots, to- 
matoes and combined with a 
thick coconut cream. Usual- 
ly, it is served chilled. An- 
other favorite item on the 
table is turtle meat, normal- 
ly eaten at a formal dinner or 
festival. “We use lemon juice 
all the time when cooking 
seafood; this is a typical Fiji- 
an style and our special way 
of keeping the dish scrump- 
tious,” Mrs. Salote said. 
Kava: mysterious Fijian 
“national drink” 

Perhaps nothing reflects 
the Fijians’ reverence for tra- 
dition like Kava drinking. Vis- 
it any Fijian village or home, 
particularly at the weekend, 
and you may see a family sit- 
ting on the floor around a 
large wooden bowl filled with 
a muddy-looking liquid. You 
will then be asked, “E dua 
na bilo?” (“Would you like a 
cup?”). The drink is prepared 
from the pulverized root of 
Piper methysticum, a plant 
from the pepper family. A 
mild narcotic, it has a tingly 
numbing effect on the tongue 
and is used to aid sleep. The 
drinking ritual is very inter- 
esting: first, clap once to show 
you respect to the guest, then 
drink the kava without in 
one, say “raaca” (means emp- 
ty) and, finally, clap three 
times. The drink is known 



A seafood Medley by Mrs. Salote L 
Waqanisau 


By Han Manman 

Fiji is composed of 330 is- 
lands in the South Pacific. It is 
a cultural crossroads, and this 
cultural mix can be found in its 
cooking. In general, native Fiji- 
ans and the Fijian-Indian pop- 
ulation use their hands to eat. 
People sit on mats and meals 
are eaten on the floor. Rice, taro, 
breadfruit, sweet potatoes, cas- 
sava, fish and coconut are pop- 
ular in Fijian cuisine. A typical 
Fijian main course might con- 
sist of a meat, poultry or fish 
dish, with boiled taro leaves and 
cassava as accompaniments. In- 
do-Fijian curries also must be 
sampled. Mrs. Salote introduced 
three typical Fijian dishes: 
Lovo: an ancient cooking 
method 

Lovo is the favorite feast of 
indigenous Fijians. The food is 
cooked beneath the ground on 
top of hot stones and coals. It is 




Turtle meat dish 


Today’s Guest: Mrs. Salote L Waqanisau, wife of the 
Ambassador of the Republic of Fiji. 



Lovo food wrapped in coconut palm 
leaves 


often used to cook whole pigs, 
chickens, as well as seafood. Co- 
conut is used in all its forms. 

Watching the preparation of 
a lovo is almost as much fun as 
eating it. 

The first step is heating the 
rocks, which will serve as the base 
for the lovo. When the rocks are 
sufficiently heated, they are pulled 
from the flames and placed at the 
bottom of a shallow pit. (Tradi- 
tionally, Fijian men make the fire, 
but Mrs. Salote proudly said that 
she once made a lovo fire.) 

Next, you wrap the food in a 
weave of palm fronds or banana 
leaves before placing them in 
the pit. Once it is full of food the 
entire hole is filled with earth 
and left to cook for two to three 
hours. 


to help people be friendly 
and talkative. It is reported 
Prince Charles once sipped 
a cup of kava when visiting 
Fiji and then became very 
talkative. He not only gave a 
muddled speech to his hosts, 
but also confused the date of 
his last visit to Fiji. 

Regrettably, there are no 
Fijian restaurants in Beijing 
at present. So, Mrs. Salote in- 
troduced a very easy way to 
prepare Fijian seafood dish: 
Fried fish in lolo (coconut 
milk) 

Ingredients: 1 medium- 
sized fish, 1 lemon, 1 large 
tomato, 1 onion, 1 can coco- 
nut milk, 1 tbsp.corn flour, 
1 tbsp.salt and 2 tbsp.soya 
bean oil 

Directions: 

1. Clean the fish 

2. Marinate in lemon juice 
and salt 

3. Fry in soya bean oil un- 
til brown on both sides. 

4. Place fish in saucepan, 
add coconut milk, and boil 
for 7-10 minutes. 

5. Serve with sweet pota- 
toes 



Seafood meal served in the shell 


Photos by Han Manman 



Ding Ding Xiang 
Hotpot: Deautiful, 
but not so spicy 



By Cam MacMurchy 

If you are looking for a hot 
pot restaurant with some extra pa- 
nache, Ding Ding Xiang would be it. 
Located near the East Gate Plaza, 
the outside of the restaurant resem- 
bles an upscale nightclub with neon 
lights and poles around a giant pa- 
tio. And the patio comes in handy - 
when we arrived on a Friday night 
eight people were standing there 
waiting for a table. 

The Beijing-style hot pot res- 
taurant boasts the usual favorites, 
but branches out with delicacies 
like goose liver and assorted meat 
plates, and offers a wide selection of 
mushrooms. But the key isn’t what 
is being served, but how. 

The chefs at Ding Ding Xiang 
make presentation a priority. The 
meat dishes are elegantly served 
on glass plates with flowers and 
other garnishes, while the assorted 
mushrooms were served in a mar- 
tini glass. The kelp was rolled tight- 
ly and served over a bed of white 
rice on top of a stylized square plate 
with a flower garnish. 

If you are a fan of spicy hot pot, 
this might not be the place for you. 
The restaurant offers three differ- 
ent broths, none of which are spicy. 
But once you have boiled your fa- 
vorite meat you have four dipping 
sauces from which to choose. 

Ding Ding Xiang also mixes it 
up with a small western menu. Af- 
ter dinner, you can indulge in one 
of their many fruit smoothies. If 
you prefer a coffee, you can order 
from a small selection of mochas 
and lattes. 

The food was fresh and delicious, 
and the dipping sauces were a nice 
twist. But as a fan of spicy hot pot, it 
didn’t quite pack enough of a punch. 
That said, if you’re looking for an up- 
scale hot pot restaurant that’s ideal 
for a date, Ding Ding Xiang is the 
place. Just be prepared for a wait. 

Where: Buildingl4, FI Dongzhi- 
men Dongzhongjie Open: 11 am - 
10:30 pm Tel: 6417 2546 Average 
cost: 80 yuan per person 



Fish balls Photos by Fay Xie 


Veronica's Rec 


By Veronica Smith 

The year is 1198 and Mongol war- 
riors on horseback known as the 
“Golden Horde” are on a campaign 
to conquer the world. They have no 
time to stop to eat so they store piec- 
es of fresh meat under their saddles, 
which become tender patties after 
hours of riding - perhaps the world’s 
first fast food! 

The year is 1238 and the Hordes 
invade Moscow, in time the Russians 
add raw egg and onion to the meat 
and adopt this dish as part of their na- 
tional cuisine, calling it steak “Tartar” 
after their conquerors. 

The year is 1658 and ships sailing 


The evolution of the burger 


from Hamburg, Germany to Russia 
return home with this new culinary 
delicacy. In time the meat patty is 
grilled. 

The year is 1878 and the Ham- 
burg- Amerika Line is bringing immi- 
grants to the New World. They settle 
in New York where they continue to 
grill their meat patties, calling them 
Hamburger steaks! 

Now the year is 2008; hordes of 
“Golden Arches” have invaded the 
world with their fast-food version of 
the hamburger, but nothing tastes bet- 
ter than a home-made burger! 

Ingredients: 1 pound of ground 

beef, 1 small onion diced, 1 egg yolk, 


lcup of bread crumbs, 1 teaspoon of soy 
sauce, black pepper, basil and thyme. 

Directions: Place meat, onion, egg 
yolk, breadcrumbs, soy sauce, black 
pepper and herbs in a bowl. Mix to- 
gether with your fingers until it is well 
blended. Separate in equal portions 
and form patties 1/2 inch thick. In a 
frying pan with a small amount of oil 
start cooking the burgers on high but 
reduce heat to low immediately. When 
one side is the desired color turn over. 
The trick is never to turn more than 
once, and never press down on the 
hamburger. Serve in a bun with your 
choice of condiment: ketchup, mus- 
tard, relish, tomatoes. 
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Translated by William King 
In the spirit of Halloween 
next week’s recipe will be how 
to ‘Devil” an egg! 









iHIIMBTBMV INFO OCTOBER 21, 2005 13 


E-mail: yushanshan724@ynet.com 


EDITOR: YU SHANSHAN DESIGNER: LI SHI 



Daily tours to Ding Tombs and 
Badaling Great Wall. Open to indi- 
viduals and groups. Transport, ad- 
mission fees and lunch included. 

Where: south-west corner of 
Tiananmen Square When: 10 am 
(departure), 7 pm (arrival), ev- 
eryday Cost: 140 yuan per per- 
son Tel: 8353 1111 

E 

Personal Help 

A quality bilingual kindergar- 
ten (Beijing Shidai Huayou) is 
looking for a female English na- 
tive speaker to experience a hap- 
py life with Chinese children 
aged (1-3) for a one-month-con- 
tract. Free accommodation, a 
tour of Beijing, a tour of a 
TV studio and learning Chinese 
will be your reward. Email: 
haixiao612315@sina.com Tel: 
138106283 16(Caroline) 

Miss Wang, graduate of 
Beijing Foreign Language Uni- 
versity, major in translation and 
interpretation. Offering a service 
as a consecutive and simultane- 
ous interpreter. Tel: 8964 8064, 
13627412464 Email: 

wj ade 1 1 l@y ahoo. com . cn 

Want used TV sets & PCs? Tel: 
13691179671, Mr. Larry Zhu 


ersonal Classifieds 


^Vctivities 


Chinese Traditional Culture 
Club 

Lots of activities including an- 
tique furniture appreciation, Chi- 
nese art and calligraphy, Chinese 
culture lectures, (in both Eng- 
lish and Chinese.) An enjoyable 


Disclaimer: Beijing Today does 
not take responsibility for verify- 
ing the authenticity of the personal 
classifieds and thus Beijing Today 
does not guarantee the accuracy, 
integrity or quality of the content. 
All content is the sole responsibil- 
ity of the advertiser. 


opportunity to practice language 
and gain an appreciation of Chi- 
nese culture. 

Where: Traditional Culture 
Club, Room 128 Estoril House, 
2 Jiangtailu, Chaoyang When: 4 
pm-7 pm, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, 10 am- 12 am, 3 pm-6 pm, 
Saturday and Sunday Tel: 6437 
9280,13366152407 



O BJ Hikers - Black Mountain to 
the walled village 

The trail starts from north of 
the Black Mountain. It follows a 
farm trail through chestnut or- 
chards up to the ridge. The ridge 
is a perfect place to stop and ad- 
mire the panoramic view with the 
Black Mountain behind and the 
Great Wall in front. The descent is 
a bit bushy, so long trousers and 
sleeves are recommended. 

Where: Changping County, 
north of Beijing When: October 
23, leaving at 8 am from the Lido 
Hotel outside of Starbucks. Cost: 
200 yuan for adults, 150 for chil- 
dren under 12 Tel: 13910025516 
(Reservations essential) 



O Variations on Last Rose of 
Summer 

Bravo to the Beijing Concert 
Hall for more chamber music. 
Violinist Chen Xiang presents a 
recital with pianist Shi Jiajia. 
Program includes sonatas by Mo- 
zart and Strauss, Ernst’s unac- 
companied Variations on Last 
Rose of Summer, and an assort- 
ment of classic bonbons by Kre- 


isler and others. 

Where: Beijing Concert Hall, 
Liubukou, Xicheng When: 7:30 
am, October 23 Admission: 
60-580 yuan Tel: 6605 7006 



Mayday Final Home Beijing 
concert 

Taiwan pop-rock band May- 
day is widely acclaimed. The 
five handsome young musicians 
play popular songs. Mayday has 
always expressed its hope for 
world peace through music be- 
cause, as Mayday member and 
music director of the tour Mon- 
ster has said, “The world is our 
home.” 

Where: Workers’ Gymnasi- 
um, Gongti Beilu, Chaoyang 
When: 7:30 pm, November 5 
Admission: 180-680 yuan Tel: 
6501 6655, tickets at 6417 
7845 

On this weekend 


Sports 


2005 China Grand Prix of 
Figure Skating 

Figure skating is usually re- 
ferred to by a name that trans- 
lates as ‘artistic skating’ and 
is also an official event in the 
Winter Olympics. World famous 
skaters will come to Beijing to 
compete for the prize. 

Where: Capital Gymnasium, 
54 Baoshiqiaolu, Haidian When: 
November 3-6 Admission: 
40-500 yuan Tel: 6833 5552, 
tickets at 6417 7845 
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Contemporary Chinese 
painting exhibition 

Li Li’s paintings use 
Chinese raw silk, yuan cal- 
ligraphy paper and other 
traditional materials. In a 
modern way and employ- 
ing humorous techniques, 
she depicts her circle of 
friends and their revela- 
tions about life. 

Where: 1-1E Huaweili, 
Chaoyang When: 9:30 

am-10 pm, October 21-No- 
vember 10 Tel: 8779 0461 




Dawn, Taisen Machida 

The Sixth China-Japan Art 
Communication Exhibition 


The exhibition presents 
works of ink and water painting 
by both Chinese and Japanese 
masters. The Japanese works 
are mostly from the Japanese 
Art Academy, which is originat- 
ed from the traditional Chinese 
ink and water painting. 

Where: the gallery of Beijing 
Art Academy, Tuanjiehu Bei Wu 
Tiao, Chaoyang District When: 
October 17-23, 9 am-5 pm Tel: 
6507 1285 Ticket: 10 yuan 



Oil Painting Exhibition 

Paintings by Wang Junying 
and Zhao Lixian. The ladies in 
Wang Junying’s works are full 
of color dressed in ancient folk 
clothes and arouse the imagina- 
tion. Zhao’s works convey lively 
memories of days past. 

Where: 3818 Warehouse, 2 
Jiuxianqiaolu, Chaoyang When: 
10 am-6 pm, Until October 
30 Admission: Free Tel: 6432 
4122 



The Real McCoy 

Directed by Russell Mulcahy, 
starring Kim Basinger, Val Kilmer 
and Terence Stamp. A typical Hol- 
lywood heist movie. A reformed 
master cat burglar is blackmailed 
into hitting one last bank with an 
eager but inexperienced partner- 
in-crime. 

Where: UME International 
Cineplex, (Huaxing Guoji 
Yingcheng), 44 Kexueyuan Nan- 
lu, Shuangyushu, Haidian When: 
From October 20 Tel: 8211 2851 
Bajo California (The Limit of 
Time) 

Directed by Calos Bolado. 
Damian Ojeda, a Mexican- Ameri- 
can plastic artist, travels the coasts 
of Baja California in search of his 
ancestors and famous cave paint- 
ings located in mountains of San 
Francisco de la Sierra. At the same 
time, this trip is a pretext to find 


a faultline. During this physical 
and spiritual hardship, Damian 
seeds the Baja Californian land- 
scape with his installation-like of- 
ferings of liberation. Very personal. 
Spanish with English subtitles. 



Where: Mexican Embassy, 5 
Sanlitun Dongjie, Chaoyang 
When: 7:30 pm, October 26 Ad- 
mission: Free Tel: 6532 2244 
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Waiting Alone (Du Zi Deng Dai) 

Directed by Wu Shixian, star- 
ring Xia Yu, Li Bingbing, Bong Bei- 
bi. It’s an age-old story: boy meets 
girl, girl gives boy the runaround, 


New in Beijing? Want to know where the best entertainment 
places are, where to dine, where to shop? 

Please let us know and we’ll figure it out for you. 

Send us an email at bjtodayinfo@ynet.com. 

Please write “Info” in the subject field. 


boy moons after girl. Girl uncere- 
moniously breaks boy’s heart. Fi- 
nally, boy realizes too late that 
the right girl was there by his 
side all the time. D’oh. Chinese 
film with English subtitles. 

Where: Cherry Lane Movies, 
An Jia Lou inside the Kent Cen- 
ter, Chaoyang When: 8 pm, Oc- 
tober 21-22 Admission: 50 yuan 
Tel: 6466 2288 



Now or Never 

Directed by Lucio Pellegrini, 
starring Jacopo Bonvicini, Vio- 
lante Placido and Edoardo Ga- 
briellini. Davis is a physics 
student. In his last year at uni- 
versity, he is distracted by his 
attraction to Viola, whom he has 
been pining for since he arrived 
in the city. This leads him to be- 
come part of her social milieu 
of students who are, in one 
way or another, political activists 
campaigning on anti-capitalist 
issues. Italian with English sub- 
titles. 

Where: Italian Embassy, 2 
Dong’erjie, Sanlitun, Chaoyang 
When: 7 pm, October 27 Admis- 
sion: Free Tel: 6532 2187 


Jams 


Q Metal Night 

Luoxuan Shikong, Bloody 
Orgasm, Joyside, Hejubian and 
Li Ai Band comprise a feast of 
heavy rock. 

Where: Nameless Highland 
Bar, Building 14 Anhuili Area 
1 Yay uncun, Chaoyang When: 
9:30 pm, October 21 Tel: 6489 
1613 



O Roc Raida 

Master of the turntables 
and member of the X-ecution- 
ers, Roc Raida was the winner 
of the 1995 DMC World Finals 
and was inducted into the DMC 
Hall of Fame in 1999. Roc Rai- 
da’s Red Zone Tour at the Mix 
Club will be his first gig in Chi- 


Where: Mix Club, inside the 
Workers’ Stadium, Gongti Beilu, 
Chaoyang When: 11 pm, Octo- 
ber 22 Tel: 6530 2889 



We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language-exchange and 
accommodation information for 
individuals. Feel free to email 
us at bjtodayinfo@ynet.com or 
call 6590 2626 

By Lu Xiaonan 
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Good and evil: 


HR outsourcing 
managed services 


By Xie Xiaolin 

N obody can tell when the 
concept of “HR (Human 
Resources) Manage- 
ment” came to China and 
replaced the “personnel manage- 
ment” used ever since the 1950s. 
Today, another new HR man- 
agement service, called HR out- 
sourcing is prospering in China. 

Origins 

“Contract workers” have long 
existed in the western economy. 
They’re used for urgent projects, 
or for part of a project. HR out- 
sourcing management services 
appeared as a link between the 
companies and these workers. 

As a new service, HR out- 
sourcing developed with the 
booming of the information econ- 
omy late last century when labor 
costs witnessed a dramatic in- 
crease. Many fast-growing firms 
held both shift expansions and 
quick shrinks, so they cooper- 
ated with HR service agents to 
avoid downsize issues and trans- 
fer the risk of interfering with 
labor laws to the agent. 

Not until early this century 
did HR outsourcing services ap- 
pear in China, when some multi- 
national firms and professional 
HR service agents or headhunt- 
ing agents set up offices here. 

With an increasingly diver- 
sified business, this industry 
mainly deals with the HR rela- 
tionship. 


Definition, content and forms 

‘Outsourcing’ refers to a 
company contracting out some 
traditional HR management ac- 
tivities to a talent service center 
or an HR service agent in order 
to improve its key competitive- 
ness. It is an all-round, high-lev- 
el HR representative service. 

The service usually consists 
of recruitment, profile manage- 
ment, training and labor rela- 
tions. The procedure is comprised 
of an analysis of potential vacan- 
cies, working analysis, tests and 
interviews, offering decisions, a 
performance testing opinion sur- 
vey, payment, transition, promo- 
tion, dismissal, and employee 
relations coordination or reward 


management. 

Some services help with some 
elements of the process, and some 
help with all areas of business 
but in a whole organization or 
system. However, the service nev- 
er covers the soul of a firm like 
cultural promotion, cultural con- 
struction, core strategy or policy. 

Advantages 

First, the firm can focus on 
core business to increase compet- 
itiveness. The internal HR pro- 
fessionals can focus on high-level 
strategic planning for long-term 
development instead of getting 
fed up with basic recruitment or 
simple training for new comers. 

Secondly, a professional and 


experienced HR service agent 
can offer a managed process 
and assistance to ease the pres- 
sure in managing regulations, fi- 
nance, technology and policy. On 
this new and higher platform, 
the managers can learn to mas- 
ter these procedures and contin- 
ue to handle many tough issues. 

Thirdly, to realize an HR 
function, a firm needs technical 
resources or updated ERP sys- 
tems, sometimes with an e-HR 
system. The outsourcing agent 
needs to invest larger sums to 
develop a special or exclusive 
applied software system, which 
is a good way to lower total HR 
management costs and indirect- 
ly increase efficiency. 


Disadvantages 

Some small agents are hired 
through personal contacts but 
may not be capable of handling 
the real business. 

It is illegal for employers to 
stop labor contracts with em- 
ployees without any reason; but 
agents can stop contracts ac- 
cording to their arrangement. 

Next, the payment for out- 
sourcing labor takes no account of 
the total income or cost to the em- 
ployers. Social insurance and tax 
for the work goes unrecorded. 

Third, responsibility is not 
clear when work-related injuries 
or accidents happen. 

Last, these workers are not 
equal in terms of welfare, and 
they are trained without legal 
protection as they are “rental 
products”. 

Outsourcing Measures 

Many agents using out- 
sourced HR management list 
their businesses online. There- 
fore, it is important for enter- 
prises to find key problems. 

A high budget can lead to 
outsourcing services for security, 
economy and skillful strategy. 

Firms need to be able to as- 
certain the reputation, profes- 
sional and practical ability of 
the servicing agents. 

A detailed and legal contract 
is essential for both parties in 
any outsourcing transaction so 
as to work effectively. 



Fresh graduates are pouring into the labor market. 

Photo by sina.com 


Beijing: four occu- 
pations grab talents 

By Lu Pinrou 

Since September, many young people have 
fulfilled their contracts, and are seeking new 
jobs. As employers seek to take advantage of 
this trend, the job market is warming up. 

As the largest online job fair in Beijing, the 
“2005 Autumn Online Career Fair” attracted 
some 300 employers, most of whom had 20 - 
100 vacancies. 

The job fair showed some great job oppor- 
tunities in four sectors. 

Insurance industry 

Insurance sellers and brokers are the 
most wanted. The insurance industry needs 
huge numbers of 25 to 45 year olds to sell 
insurance. The average salary is around 
2,000 yuan. With commissions, premiums, 
and manager subsidies, the monthly income 
is considerable. 

China’s insurance industry is growing by 
30 percent annually. Some high level talents 
such as actuaries, financial managers and un- 
derwriting directors are even more desired. 

Sports 

As the 2008 Olympic Games are drawing 
near, sports related industries have come into 
the spotlight. Popular posts include sales plan- 
ners for the sports market, sales engineers 
for fitness equipment, city/community sports 
planners and more. 

A tennis coach can charge 50 - 250 yuan 
per hour, and the average monthly income can 
exceed 8,000 yuan. Golf and extreme sports 
practitioners also get very high salaries. 

Environment protection: Rise of “green” tal- 
ents 

The environment protection industry is a 
“dark horse” today due to its favorable benefits. 

In the first half of 2005, the environment 
protection industry has taken first place in 
the jobs market in terms of demand increase. 
The average monthly payment has increased 
from 2,815 yuan last year to 3,203 yuan. 

Jobs such as environment protection man- 
ager, water processing engineer and environ- 
ment protection engineer, are among most in 
demand. Besides, vacancies in environmental 
protection consultancy, technology and proj- 
ects are also rising. 

Cosmetics: Short of salespersons and beau- 
ticians 

The job ads of Shiseido Ltd. Co. were partic- 
ularly eye-catching in the career fair. Positions 
include product development researchers, der- 
matology researchers, and cosmetics models. 
At the same time, many cosmetics enterprises 
are recruiting. 

It is reported that the cosmetics industry 
are short of two types of professionals: sales- 
persons, beauticians, image designers and 
beauty trainers on one side, managing person- 
nel like store managers and production man- 
agers on the other. 


“Educating 


By Niall O Murchadha 

A native of Glasgow, Scot- 
land, Peter Lyon worked in 
the insurance industry after 
university. An extensive trav- 
eler, Peter had already toured 
much of South Asia and Aus- 
tralia before coming to China 
in September 2003. He has 
taught adults and children 
of all ages since then. Cur- 
rently on a break from teach- 
ing to learn Chinese, Peter 
looks back on his teaching ex- 
periences in China. 

Q: What parts of the job 
do you find frustrating? 

A: Communication. What 
we have been told can change 
at any time, so the biggest 
problem you have as a teach- 
er in China is that you are 
the last to know. Some schools 
think: “the foreign teacher is 
here, the children are happy, 
the parents are happy be- 
cause they see a native speak- 
er.” But overall, any problems 
you encounter are outweighed 
by the positive elements of 
the job. 

Q: Are Chinese children 
under too much pressure? 

A: I think some of them are. 
You can see it when you teach 
the smaller classes in the eve- 
nings. Children have had school 






Peter Lyon enjoys teaching in China. 

Photo by Niall O Murchadha 


in China" 


all day, usually followed by mu- 
sic lessons, and then they come 
to English class for more study. 
You can see it in their faces: 
they don’t want to be there. 

Q: What do you think 
about the class sizes? 

A: I prefer teaching the big 
classes, because there is less 
apathy. 

In a big class students can 
hide from you, but it is more 
lively, fun filled, and much more 
enjoyable to teach. Big classes 
are shorter. Teaching children 
for an hour and a half and two 
hours can be too long because 
they can lose interest. 

Q: What is the best thing 
about teaching in China? 

A: I would have to say the 
children. 

Chinese children are an ab- 
solute joy to teach. They don’t 
have a bad attitude; they re- 
spect the teacher. 

Teachers are not respected 
by an element of society in 
Scotland. I went to a very bad 
school: I saw four teachers cry 
in five years at high school. 
Some children are taught by 
their parents not to listen to 
teachers. 

In China, teachers are re- 
spected. Educating yourself is 
a good thing in China. 


Foreign firms fight for inspectors 


By Xie Xiaolin 

Foreign inspection and measuring 
agencies will come to China, having 
been granted government consent to 
set up independent branches from the 
middle of December. 

In China, the inspection business 


covers mainly the quality of water, 
air, food, clothes, electric and electron- 
ic products, and fertilizers. Profession- 
al inspectors pick up samples, analyze 
the major contents - particularly haz- 
ardous ingredients. 

This year, demands for such pro- 


fessionals have increased dramat- 
ically, especially for in-house air 
inspection and IT software inspec- 
tion. 

It is believed competition for pro- 
fessionals will become fiercer when 
foreign firms arrive. 


Wanna jab in TV? Where’s your qualification? 


By Xie Xiaolin 

The first national accreditation test 
for radio or TV reporters, editors and 
presenters will come at the end of this 
year, according to the State Adminis- 
tration of Radio Film & TV (SARFT). 

The national test will take place 
once a year and is open to the public, 
aside from staff already in the sector. 


It focuses on evaluating the compre- 
hensive knowledge, capabilities and 
professional skills of those examined. 

SARFT says only the quality certif- 
icate holders will be able to work in 
the sectors from then on. 

The radio and TV sectors are al- 
ways the hottest place for job seekers. 
But they lack qualified staff. 


SARFT has already set out general 
guidelines for the test, but refuses to 
recommend any textbook or training 
agency for reference, aiming at testing 
the real capabilities of the candidates. 

Registration for the test is open 
till November 10. More information 
is available at http://www.sarft.gov.cn/ 
index.html. 


China EMBA calls for diversified growth 


By Xie Xiaolin 

The national EMBA courses need 
to use native business cases in their 
text books in order to incubate home 
grown EMBA managers. This is ac- 
cording to the latest “China EMBA 


Education Reported” compiled by the 
Economic Observe & Research Insti- 
tute, an independent economy and 
market observer. 

“The local market needs localized 
EMBA professional managers,” said 


Qing Yi, president of the center. 

Qing Yi also expects MBA or EMBA 
programs in logistics, retail manage- 
ment, agricultural product trading, and 
accounting to witness rapid growth in 
the coming years. 


Seeking Jobs 

A native Chinese univer- 
sity student, with one year 
experience as a Chinese tu- 
tor to foreigners is seeking 
a job as a language teacher. 
layla8311@yahoo.com.cn 


I Female, 44, looking for 
a job as an accountant, ca- 
shier, or warehouse manag- 
er. 13552517749, 6732 7217 

I Wayne Tian is looking for 
a job related to mechanics 
and electronics. He has good 
English speaking and lis- 
tening skills. 13811508491, 
65245508 

Need Help with a Hal- 
loween or birthday party? 
Mr. Magic is an American 
bilingual Birthday Clown/ 
Magician with ten years ex- 
perience in China. Shows 
include: magic show, bal- 
loon, face painting, prizes, 
treasure hunts, interactive 
game and much more! 

Special deals for chari- 
ties, hospitals and schools. 
Contact Mr. Magic at: 
parsons59@Yahoo.com 

Ivan Young, a new grad- 
uate from Beijing Inter- 
national Study University, 
is looking for a job as a busi- 
ness interpreter, 

management assistant, 
public relations officer, HR 
officer, or office secretary. 
ivanl339@sina.com, 
13811243074 

Jenny Li, a graduate 
from the University of In- 
ternational Business and 
Economics, is looking for 
a job as an interpreter 
or an international trade 
salesperson. 13611163663, 
j ennyli63663@29 1 1 .net 

Female, Beijinger, 29, 
certificated public accoun- 
tant, fluent in both written 
and spoken English, is look- 
ing for a full-time job 
related to finance, or a part- 
time job related to English, 
lily 948@hot mail . com 
83477009. 


Vacancies 

Three vacancies for full- 
time English teachers at 
a school in Qingdao, 
Shandong province. We pay 
for your accommodation and 
flights with a 4000 yuan 
salary every month: 
lijiaxuanxuan@sohu.com, 
62552834, 13381392538 

Shanghai Whyte Asia 
Pioneer Pharma is look- 
ing for instrumentation 
and automation engineers, 
chemical engineers, R&D 
managers, chemists, micro- 
biologists, chemical ana- 
lysts, process development 
chemists, chemical prod- 
ucts sourcing executives, 
and web masters. Contact: 
Zhou at: 021-6120 3156 

The Southern Industrial 
Zone, Bincheng District, 
Binzhou, Shandong Prov- 
ince, is looking for two reps 
and five consultants in 
Beijing. Contact: Mr. Chen 
at 13561569235 

(Send positions offered 
and wanted info to: 
ayi@ynet.com. Beijing To- 
day does not take any 
responsibility for the accu- 
racy or authenticity of the 
information published.) 


A Beijing-based Eng- 
lish newspaper is 
looking for reporters, 
freelancers and editors. 

Chinese applicants 
should have university 
degrees in English or re- 
lated majors and media 
experience. 

Foreigners from the 
UK and US with relevant 
media experience pre- 
ferred. 

Please send your re- 
sumes and writing sam- 
ples to: hr@ynet.com 
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By Zhao Hongyi 

The 6th International 
Education Expo used 
many tactics to lure stu- 
dents and their parents: 
scholarships, on-site en- 
rollment, lower fees and 
costs. 

Over 300 universities 
and schools from 20 coun- 
tries and regions were rep- 
resented. Twelve countries 
organized their schools in 
official delegations. 

Scholarships and on-site 
enrollment attract enthu- 
siastic students 

Many British schools 
helped visiting students 
evaluate their academic 
records and language pro- 
ficiency test results, and 
recommended the proper 
subjects and courses they 
can take. Most of the 
schools issued their let- 
ters of enrollment once 
they signed up the quali- 
fied students. 

“It’s a good chance to 
find the academically and 
financially-qualified stu- 
dents,” said Euphemia 
Yuen, regional admission 
advisor of the Warwick 
Manufacturing Group, a 
sub-vocational institute of 
Warwick University. By 
the afternoon of the first 
day, Yuen has issued six 
enrollment letters. 

Many US schools dis- 
played their scholarship 
posters. New Zealand pro- 
moted their government 
sponsored scholarship pro- 
gram. The program, kicked 
off last year, provides 
25,000 yuan (approxi- 
mately $3,000) a year for 
Ph.D. students, as well as 
another bachelor degree 
scholarship program 

New Zealand also 
offers education loans 
together with China’s 
CITIC Bank and the 
Bank of China to Chinese 
students, who can receive 
credits in New Zealand 
which can be paid back 
in China in Renminbi. 

“No bogus schools!” 

“Bogus Schools” have 
become a headache for 
many Chinese students. 
They first heard of such 
schools from the UK, when 
the British government 
carried out an investiga- 
tion into the country’s ac- 
ademic institutions and 
released a list of “Bogus 
Schools” last year. 

The warning did not 
concern too many Chi- 
nese students. However, 
Chinese embassies in Ja- 
pan, South Korea, Aus- 
tralia, and New Zealand 
have sent back a number 
of warnings about such 
schools, particularly mid- 
dle schools, language 
schools and vocational 


schools. 

China Education Asso- 
ciation for International 
Exchange, the organizer of 
the expo, lists quite high 
criteria for the participat- 
ing schools. 

“In addition, we invited 
embassy officials to con- 
firm with the candidate 
schools, colleges and uni- 
versities,” said Zong Wa, 
director of the associa- 
tion. 

Vocational training 
schools are catching up 

Nearly half of the ex- 
hibitors are vocational 
training schools and mid- 
dle schools. Most of the 
universities provide pre- 
paratory programs as well, 
offering more choices. 

Of the 25 exhibitors 
on the Australian dele- 
gation, five are training 
schools and another three 
are middle schools, in- 
cluding the Australian 
Institute of Tourism and 
Hospitality, the South- 
bank Institute of TAFE, 
the Kilmore Interna- 
tional Schools and Victo- 
rian Government Schools. 
Other interesting train- 
ing schools include Sene- 
ca College of Applied Arts 
and Technology, Ecole du 
Cineme Francais, and 
HSL Hamburg School of 
Logistics. 

“I’m glad as we have 
so many choices here,” 
said Wang Xueliang, a 
third-year student from 
Beijing Computer Voca- 
tional Training School. He 
is to graduate this year 
without an academic de- 
gree. “My parents are en- 
couraging me to do further 
study in Europe.” 

Xueliang’s mother con- 
firmed her decision. “We 
want to send him to Eu- 
rope for further computer 
science and language pro- 
ficiency education, and 
hope he can settle down 
there,” she said. 

More schools and gov- 
ernments are aiming at 
the market 

12 countries formed 
country delegations. They 
are: the UK, Germany, 
France, Australia, New 
Zealand, Spain, Singa- 
pore, Thailand, Japan, 
Holland, Poland and Den- 
mark. These delegations 
included the education, 
cultural and visa officials 
from their embassies in 
Beijing. 

The American Associa- 
tion of State Universities 
brought most of the state 
universities and was the 
hottest booth at the expo. 

Nearly 810,000 Chinese 
have received education 
abroad over the past two 
decades. 



New faces from new countries 


By Zhao Hongyi 

This year’s expo had a lot 
of new faces - new schools and 
new countries. Newcomers from 
Poland, Hungary, Denmark, the 
Philippines and Argentina were 
aggressive and active at the expo. 

Ivan Tsarikov, director of 
recruitment, Central Europe- 
an University, Hungary: 

Our univer- 
sity is fully 
invested and 
supported by 
George Soros, 
the world fa- 
mous financial 
tycoon. His aim 
is to receive all 
the qualified 
but poor stu- 
dents. We have hundreds of 
international students from 70 
countries and 16 from China. We 
come here to recruit more. 

Jaroslaw 
Jura, Lazar- 
ski School of 
Commerce 
and Law, Po- 
land: 

China is a 
huge market 
but we have no 



students from China so far. 

We are also interested in es- 
tablishing academic exchanges 
with Chinese universities 

Last but not least, Poland be- 
came an EU member in 2003. 
International students can eas- 
ily go to Western Europe from 
Poland. 

Robert Villarruel, director, 
Universidad de Buenos Aires: 

The econom- 
ic and commer- 
cial relations 
between our 
two countries 





are warming 
up. The busi- 
ness sector de- 
mands more 
linguistic grad- 
uates who 

know both Spanish and Chinese. 

We come to China this time 
with two purposes: to recruit Chi- 
nese students to learn Spanish in 
Argentina and ask help from the 
Chinese government and univer- 
sities to teach the students Chi- 
nese in Argentina. 

The cost of education and liv- 
ing is quite cheap in Argentina. 

Irma V. Merza, senior spe- 
cialist, Center for Interna- 


tional Trade 
Expositions 
and Mis- 

sions, Philip- 
pines 

We are 
neighbors and 
many Filipinos 
have Chinese 
ancestors. Re- 
member, the Philippines is the 
third largest English-speaking 
country in the world, after the US 
and UK. 

We have various types of edu- 
cation systems; you can always 
find a suitable one in the Philip- 
pines. 

Inma Gonzalez Puy, di- 
rector, Instituto Cervantes, 
Spain: 

Over 400 
million people 
in 23 countries 
speak Spanish. 

So, you can 
understand 
how important 
Spanish is. 

Our King 
launched a 
project to pro- 
mote Spanish teaching and learn- 
ing around the world in 1991. 



Managing your wallet 


My Study in the UK (6): 


By Elite Wang 

Not every overseas student 
has time for part-time work, but 
you can save a lot if you manage 
your wallet properly. I don’t en- 
courage people to save on every- 
thing; but you can always avoid 
those unnecessary costs. 

Find a financially friendly bank 

Most of banks will have pro- 
motions when the new academ- 
ic year starts. Students opening 
a new account can have cash 
back, vouchers, or varieties of 
gifts from calendars to rice cook- 
ers. However, don’t be seduced 
by these tiny temptations: you 
must keep what you need in 
mind. A student account can be 
easy to set up; however, they 
have limitations. So consult the 


bank staff about credit card ap- 
plications or what kind of debit 
cards you will be issued. My ad- 
vice is to choose the bank with 
the most flexible credit card 
application regulations. A good 
credit card will qualify you for 
cheap mobile phone packages 
and other promotions. 

Your student card 

One of the benefits of being 
an overseas student is that you 
enjoy a variety of special treat- 
ment. A student card, to a certain 
extent, is a discount card. The 
best part is its validity around 
Europe. A student card saves you 
money, as long as you know how 
to make the best use of it. 

With your student card you 
can have: free entry into some 


galleries and museums; (usual- 
ly) ten percent discounts in cin- 
emas, theatres, bars, and some 
shops; discounts on public trans- 
port; and discounts for nearly 
all the major sights around Eu- 
rope. 

Don’t forget to buy an inter- 
national student card at your 
local travel agency, which will 
prove your identity when out of 
Britain. 

Young person’s card 

Everyone under the age of 
twenty-six can get about twenty- 
five percent discount when they 
travel by train. All you need to 
do is take your passport or any- 
thing proving your age to the 
ticket service at any railway sta- 
tion and buy a young person 


card at a very low price. Each 
card is valid for one year. Re- 
member to use it when purchas- 
ing tickets and show it to the 
train attendant. 

Be an early bird 

The rule is, the earlier you 
book your ticket, the less you 
pay. Special offers are always 
available, especially for E -ticket 
business. You may find an air- 
flight costs only one penny (ex 
tax and other fees) on the web- 
site of some air companies; or 
one pound for a single local jour- 
ney by coach. When you buy an 
E-ticket you don’t need to queue 
or walk a long distance to the 
station. All you need is comput- 
er access to the internet and a 
printer. So make sure that you 


book your tickets at least two 
weeks earlier than your trip. If 
you are going to other countries, 
make sure you get your air tick- 
ets at least one month earlier, as 
you will need them to apply for 
your traveling visa. 

Happy bidding 

It is an E-business century. 
Sell the things you don’t need 
and purchase everything at low 
prices online. You will save a lot. 

Elite Wang, master student 
graduated from the University of 
Edinburgh, Scotland. She is ma- 
joring in Comparative and Gen- 
eral Literature, and has stayed 
in the UK for two years. She can 
be reached at: 

wangxiaoyuan@ynet. com 


Ask Ayi: 

Q: I love Belgium, the polit- 
ical and economic headquar- 
ters of the EU. I hope to do 
a postgraduate degree there. 
Can you tell me about it? 

— Blenda 626 

A: Belgium is at the heart of 
Europe, with a similar climate 
to Dalian in northeastern China. 
Belgian universities offer courses 
in Dutch and French. A good com- 
mand of English -TOFEL scores 
above 550-is basic for postgradu- 
ate study. 

Only a few colleges in in- 
ternational management or ho- 
tel management are taught in 
English, and they are expen- 
sive. You can sharpen your 
English at CERAN LINGUA 
(www.ceran.com), and enjoy full- 
time study in the Brussels 
School of International Stud- 
ies; Universite Catholique De 
Louvain; Universiteit Antwer- 
pen; Business School of Hotel 
Management-Brussel; Vesalius 
College (vrije Universiteit Brus- 
sel); University Libre of 
Brussels; International Man- 
agement Institute Antwerp; 
Bston University; Metropolitan 
College, Brussels; Prince Leo- 
pold Institute of Tropical Med- 
icine; University of Liege; 
University of Ghent. 

Total expenses vary from 
60,000 to 200,000 yuan per year, 
but students can do part-time 
work for 20 hours per week, and 
full-time during the summer hol- 
idays. It is easy to get a visa. 

(Edited by Xie Xiaolin) 

OOPS - providing 
free translations of 
university material 

By Wang Xiaoyuan 

Course material from presti- 
gious international universities 
has been translated into Chinese 
and is available free on the Inter- 
net, thanks to the world’s larg- 
est English-Chinese translation 
project, Opensource Opencourse- 
ware Prototype System (OOPS). 

1,500 Chinese volunteers from 
around the world carried out 
the translation work. This proj- 
ect provides course material from 
the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology; Bloomberg School of 
Public Health of John Hopkins 
University; Utah State Univer- 
sity; and Materials Science and 
Metallurgy courses at the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. Over 1,100 
courses are listed on the OPPS 
website www.cocw.net. By 2007, 
courses from other countries will 
be available online. 

Zhu Xueheng, one of the 
founders of the translation proj- 
ect, who is also the translator of 
the Chinese version of Lord of 
the Rings , called for more volun- 
teers. “Our slogan is ‘Information 
for all!”’ said Mr. Zhu. 

ICT education 
strengthened by 
international forum 

By Xie Xiaolin 

Strengthening global cooper- 
ation. That was the consensus 
reached by university presidents 
at the first International Forum 
on University ICT (Information, 
Communication and Technology) 
Education, held in Beijing over 
the weekend. 

“These universities have a 
long history of education coop- 
eration, like study abroad proj- 
ects or exchange programs. Our 
school has around 400 students 
studying in different foreign uni- 
versities every year with prom- 
ising jobs after graduation,” said 
Professor Zhou Xiaoguang, the 
director of the international office 
of Beijing University of Posts and 
Telecommunications (BUPT). 
The new program unites BUPT 
with London University in the 
areas of e-commerce, manage- 
ment and IT technology. 

40 Chinese universities and 
50 from other countries, includ- 
ing Sweden, Germany, France, 
Canada, America and Japan par- 
ticipated in the forum. 

The second such forum will 
be held next year in Informa- 
tion and Communications Uni- 
versity, Korea. 
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Overview of the falls 








filmed and photographed. 

Kayakers and fishing lovers fear 
not. You have not been forgotten. 
Varied Attractions to Captivate 

The small town of Victoria Falls of- 
fers every kind of accommodation from 
budget camping to five star splendor, 
none more so than the renowned Victo- 
ria Falls Hotel. It is probably still the 
world’s best example of the opulence 
and grand style that went with colo- 
nial life. Built in 1904 when the Cape 
to Cairo railway dream of diamond 
baron Cecil John Rhodes reached the 
Falls, the hotel’s magnificent Edward- 
ian architecture has seduced guests 
from around the world with its unique 
setting for decades. Sitting gracefully 
in acres of landscaped garden the hotel 
overlooks the Victoria Falls bridge and 
gorges, while being only a few minutes 
walk from the center of the town and 
a ten minute walk along the hotel’s pri- 
vate path to the Falls themselves. 

As the area borders the Zambezi 
National Park, which runs 40 km along 
the Zambezi River, game drives are 
available with sightings of impala, an- 
telope, banded mongoose, warthogs, 
buffalo and even elephants are not un- 
common. 

Some of these find their way onto 
the menus in many of the restaurants, 
where barbeques are most popular. 
Apart from the usual meat, try out the 
crocodile, warthog, impala antelope and 
ostrich steaks all washed down with a 
bottle of Zimbabwe Pinotage. 

A large Craft Village in the town 
offers visitors the chance to pick up 
souvenirs, have your hair braided and 
watch traditional African dancing in 
the evenings, including the amazing 
feats of the Makishi Tribe, who dance 
on stilts and scare the wits out of chil- 
dren with their hideous looking masks. 
There is even a Shaman in residence 
who will throw the bones and tell you 
your fortune, after consulting his spiri- 
tual ancestors. 

Visitors will not be able to avoid the 
hundreds of local touts trying desper- 
ately to peddle their carvings, organize 
tours, change money and generally ha- 
rass visitors, but that’s part of the ex- 
perience around any world famous site. 
Crafters often try to exchange their art- 
work for visitors’ shoes or shirts: signs 
of desperation from people for whom 
survival is a daily consideration. 

For all the other attractions on offer 
around this small town, the roar that 
follows you wherever you go within a 
5 km radius of this natural wonder is 
a constant reminder of why you came. 
Any other natural sights you see after 
Victoria Falls will fade into a distant 
second place. 


Tips: 

Zimbabwe Tourism Official 
Website: 

http: // www. zimbabwetour- 
ism. co.zw/defaulta.htm 

Things to do: 

• A flight or helicopter ride 
over the Falls, called “The Flight 
of the Angels” offers amazing 
views and is great for photo- 
graphs. 

• Take the evening Sundown- 
er Cruise, or Booze Cruise as the 
locals call it. It’s a gentle ride 

in a double decker ferry boat 
on the Zambezi above the Falls, 
sipping a cool drink and watch- 
ing the sun set over the river 
while looking out for herds of el- 
ephant and other game on the 
river bank. It doesn’t get much 
better than this! 

• If you’re lucky and you’re 
there during a full moon, head 
for the rain forest at night and 
try to catch the lunar rainbow, 
a silver rainbow caused by the 
moonlight shining through the 
spray. Take someone special for a 
true moment of romance. 

•Have a picnic lunch on Kan- 
dahar Island in the middle of the 
Zambezi above the Falls 

• Try your luck at Elephant 
Hills or Makhasa Sun Casinos 

• Take an elephant ride 
through the Nakavango Wildlife 
Estate and experience real the 
Africa 

When to view the Falls: 

While Victoria Falls is amazing 
the whole year round, the water 
flows over in March/April after 
the rainy season. Weather is gen- 
erally good all year round. 

Things to remember: Keep 
foreign currency on hand (US 
Dollars and British Sterling), as 
this is needed to pay for entry 
to the Falls and for things like 
white water rafting. 


the moment. A fault in the gorge line 
on the side of the main falls produces 
the aptly named Devil’s Cataract, a vi- 
ciously fast flowing stream, awesome 
in its raw power. Forget about Niagara 
and Iguazu Falls, the rush in front of 
you is in a league of its own. 

Today, the same feeling that cap- 
tured the imagination of explorers, 
hunters and missionaries, the thrill 
seekers of the 19th Century, grips the 
imagination of modern tourists, but for 
many, they come for more than just the 
thundering waterfall. 

Adrenalin Rush for Extreme Sports 
Fans 

Some say the human ego appears to 
have taken its cue from the force of fall- 
ing water and the area is now billed as 
the adrenaline capital of Africa. 

Leading the extreme sports influx is 
the white water rafting in the frothing 
rapids of the Zambezi River below Vic- 
toria Falls. Internationally acclaimed 
as the wildest water ride in the world, 
the rapids are classified by the British 
Canoe Union as Grade 5 - “extremely 
difficult, long and violent rapids, steep 
gradients, big drops and pressure ar- 
eas”. Rapids have names like The Moth- 
er, Terminator and Oblivion, and if that 
doesn’t put you off the fast and furious 
action in the washing machine of white 
water, you must have nerves of steel. 
Prepare to spend a lot of time in the 
water. Its high volume but fortunately 
this part of the river has little exposed 
rock, either in the rapids or the pools 
below the rapids. 

Hot on the heels of the foaming fury 
is the now legendary bungee jumping 
off the Victoria Falls Bridge that pro- 
vides a rail link between Zimbabwe 
and Zambia. The bridge spans 152 me- 
ters and was originally built in the 
UK and then shipped out and reassem- 
bled in 1905. Today it is where bungee 
jumpers from across the world come to 
test themselves. While not the highest 
jump in the world at 116 meters, here 
thrill seekers throw themselves down 
into a gorge of serrated rocks. To their 
credit the company operating the bun- 
gee jumps boasts a clean safety record. 

A recent addition to the high action 
water sports is river surfing, which in- 
volves literally surfing the rapids on 
body boards. You get a crash course in 
riverboarding skills and are let loose to 
play on the Zambezi. Just to be on the 
safe side a qualified river guide comes 
along to keep an eye on you. For those 
who like a little more spice in their ac- 
tion, try riding the ‘whirlies’ and ‘squirts’ 
along the way, vicious sections of water 
that have a life of their own. 

For bragging purposes, or sources 
of embarrassment, your escapades are 


Traditional Ndebele Tribe huts at the Craft Village 

Photos provided by Francisco Little 


By Francisco Little 

T he peaceful flow of the Zam- 
bezi River in northwest Zim- 
babwe shows no sign of what 
is to happen downstream. 
Deep green lazy water gur- 
gles along then suddenly loses it’s foot- 
ing and plunges 100 meters into the 
Zambezi Gorge. 

The sound of the water as it suc- 
cumbs to the laws of gravity pummels 
your senses. Locals call it Mosi-oa-Tu- 
nya, meaning “the smoke that thun- 
ders”. It’s an endless roar beyond the 
measure of decibels. This is nature in 
its purest form. 

Victoria Falls is not just something 
you look at, it’s something you feel. 

‘Officially’ discovered by British ex- 
plorer David Livingstone in the 1860s, 
he named the falls Victoria after his 
queen. Today this awesome spectacle 
is officially listed as a World Heritage 
Site and one of the Seven Natural Won- 
ders of the World. 

World’s Largest Curtain of Water 
Livingstone said the sight was so 
lovely that angels must have stopped 
in flight to have a look. It’s impossible 
to disagree with him. A walk through 
the tropical rain forest that grows pe- 
rennially around the Falls necessitates 
a raincoat and umbrella, as the spray 
thrown up by the water falling, rises 
for almost 200 meters above the gorge 
and can be seen kilometers away. A 
wet and often slippery pathway cuts 
through the thick vegetation and fol- 
lows the edge of the gorge for an 
unrestricted view of nature at work. 
Standing before the worlds largest cur- 
tain of water and watching the sun- 
shine create rainbows through the 
spray becomes a spiritual experience to 
many visitors. The ground below your 
feet vibrates as 550,000 cubic meters of 
water take the leap every minute along 
a stretch of gorge break 1,708 meters 
long. You have to shout at the top of 
your voice to be heard, but this is not a 
time to talk, it’s more about absorbing 

Rainbow on the Falls 


A local shop for animal wares 


Sunset scene 


The Victoria Falls bridge 


Whitewater rafting 







